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March 25, 1961 (Lesson for April 9) 
Lesson 2.—The Source of True Wisdom 

Volume 103, No. 12 Job 28:12-28; Prov. 1:1-7; Eccles. 12:13, 14; Jas. 1:1-8 : 











OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


5. Our FATHER 


66 ET us say the words of our saluta- 

tion together, class, slowly and 
reverently, thinking about what they 
mean,” said Miss MacDonald as the 
class came to order next morning. 

“‘Our Father, which art in heaven,’” 
began the children, and then stopped. 
They were not quite sure how far the 
salutation went. 

“That’s it,” returned Miss MacDonald, 
smiling at their unspoken question. “The 
salutation is just like the address on a 
letter:: the name of the person it’s go- 
ing to. In this case, it is the name of 
the Heavenly Father, to whom we are 
praying.” 

“Is the ‘which art in Heaven’ like the 
second. line you write on the envelope?” 
asked Rosemary. “You know, ‘Miss So- 
and-So,’ and then the street address?” 

“In a way, yes,” replied the teacher. 
“It does mean that, but it has a deeper 
meaning than that, too. We'll ‘talk 
about that tomorrow. I think it will 
take all the time we have today to dis- 
cuss the first two words, ‘Our Father.’ 
But first, there’s another word that we 
use sometimes instead of salutation 


when we are addressing a prayer to- 


God. I don’t suppose any of you know 
it. It means much the same as salu- 
tation, but it means a greeting ad- 
dressed to God only, not to anyone 
else. Anybody know what it is?” 

The children shook their heads. 

“It’s ‘invocation,’ Miss MacDonald told 
them. “I’d like you to remember that, 
and perhaps from now on we can re- 
member to use it instead of salutation. 
So now today we are going to think 
about the invocation to the Lord’s 


Prayer, the words, ‘Our Father.’ Why 
is God our Father?” 
“Because He made us,” Carol an- 


swered promptly. “‘It is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves.’” 

“VYery good, Carol,” Miss MacDonald 
replied. “I like to see you learning to 
quote a verse of Scripture to prove a 
point like that. Yes, God made us. He 
made this great, wide world, and all the 
wonderful things in it; and He made us. 

“Now people have learned to make 
some very, very wonderful things,” Miss 
MacDonald went on. “Name some of 
them.” 

The children spoke all at once. 
“Airplanes!” said Robbie. 





230 (2) 











on ‘ _— e eomiar 


YAAS ot j : pestss | Pav "] ” 


“Guided missiles,” said Peter. 
“Beautiful music,” said Rosemary. 
“Television,” said Eric. 

“All right, all right,” laughed Miss 
MacDonald, putting her hands over her 
ears. “Now,” she went on when the 
room was quiet again, “tell me _ this: 
Has any person ever been able to make 
another person?” 

The room was silent at once as the 
children thought. 

“In a way, yes,” said Patsy slowly. 
“Mothers and fathers make babies.” 

“Yes, in a way they do,” agreed Miss 


MacDonald. “But in another way they 
don’t. Who made the mothers and fa- 
thers?” 


“Other mothers and fathers,” returned 
Patsy. “And other mothers and fathers 
made them, and so on, away, way back. 
That’s why I said that in a way they 
made babies. In another way they 
don’t.” 

“If you go back far enough,” asked 
the teacher, “who made the first mother 
and father?” 

“God did,” said Virginia. “So then 
mothers and fathers don’t really make 
babies, because God had to make the 
first mothers and fathers.” 


(Continued on page 246) 





Wea on~ 
Open letters} 





Jacob's Dream and Christ's 
Fulfillment 


When did Nathanael see the heavens 
opened and the angels of God ascend- 
ing and descending upon the Son of 
man (John 1:51) ?—An Ontario reader. 
It is generally held that the Lord’s 

words to Nathanael, and doubtless to 
other disciples standing by, were figura- 
tive. Genesis 28:10-15 describes Jacob’s 
dream in which he saw a ladder, or stair- 
case, stretching from earth to Heaven, 
upon which the angels of God as- 
cended and descended. In the person 
of the incarnate Son of God, who came 
to give His life a ransom for many, 
the temporary and visionary bridge be- 
tween earth and Heaven that Jacob 
saw was replaced by a permanent and 
living way (John 14:6). Direct inter- 
course between man and God, which 
was broken by the sin and disobedience 
of the first Adam, was re-established 
forever by the perfect last Adam. 

While the actual appearances of angels 
throughout the earthly lifetime of the 
Lord Jesus, such as at His birth, in 
Gethsemane, and at the Resurrection 
and Ascension are not to be excluded 
from this statement of our Lord, on the 
other hand its symbolism was far wider 
than any visible manifestation of angels. 
It includes the living, personal inter- 
course that man now has through Christ 
by which he may come boldly to the 
Father and through which he receives 
mercy and grace to help in time of 
need (Heb. 4:16; 10:20). 
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Christus Victor 


The death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
history’s most stupendous event. About 1900 years ago, 
outside Jerusalem, a man was crucified. Thousands before 
Him had paid the death penalty in this way, and His cruci- 
fixion would have passed unnoticed had it not been for two 
facts: (1) The. person who was crucified was more than 
a man; He was both God and man—God who had taken 
to Himself a human nature and body. (2) The one who 
was crucified on the third day, after His crucifixion and 
burial, rose from the dead. At Easter we are apt to con- 
sider what the death and resurrection of Christ means to 
us personally. We rejoice in the forgiveness of our sins, 
in salvation and eternal life—all ours as a result of Christ’s 
atoning death. Frequently we act and speak as if our per- 
sonal salvation were the sole purpose of the Godhead in the 
coming of Jesus Christ into this world. We dwell upon 
what Calvary means to us. How often do we consider 
what the cross means to God? Had you and I never lived, 
so long as sin existed in God’s universe an atonement would 
have been necessary. Too often we view the drama of 
redemption with ourselves and our salvation at the center 
of the stage. We are self-centered, egocentric. Tragically 
most of present-day evangelicalism presents this man- 
centered aspect. True, we can echo the words of St. Paul, 
“The Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.” 


However, failure to appreciate the totality of the divine 
purpose as revealed in Scripture and failure to see the great 
drama of redemption in its true perspective as it is enacted 
upon the little stage of this earth at a point of time in 
human history may in part account for our superficial 
Christianity, our foolish preoccupation with ourselves, and 
the barren, fruitless stumbling of our earthly pilgrimage. 
Ever since that first Easter when the Lord Jesus rose in 
triumph from the grave, men have sought to understand 
the meaning of His death. Various theories have been 
propounded. Often these have been a mixture of human 
philosophy and divine revelation and so are in error. Some- 
times one aspect of revealed truth is emphasized to the 
neglect of other aspects of the death of Christ. Conserva- 
tive Christians have regarded the substitutionary aspect of 
the death of Christ, which is so clearly taught in Scripture, 
as almost the sole element in the Atonement. True, it is 
central and essential, but it does not represent all the truth. 
Beyond dispute the Bible clearly teaches that the death of 
Christ on behalf of mankind is vicarious or substitutionary. 
Christ died for our sins. Christ did something for us, 
meeting our need by bearing sin’s penalty on our behalf, 
by dying in our place. However, in some circles there has 
been a neglect if not a denial of the further significance 
(Continued om page 243) 





The Tragedy of Not Being Good Enough 


By Douglas C. Hartley 


>i 


O SENSIBLE person would seek 

to depreciate any good that. is 

done in the world, particularly 
when it is so dismally small compared 
to the mounting tide of evil, both phys- 
ical and moral, that is sweeping our 
world toward early, righteous judgment. 
But much of this good is done from a 
strictly selfish standpoint in a vain at- 
tempt to gain merit, or to pay one’s 
Way as it were, with the just God whose 
only begotten Son is to judge the world 
in equity. 

We may take our own lives as ex- 
amples. No matter how charitable we 
May be or how efficient at our work, 
not one of us would argue that we have 
done all we should have done. Nor, 
Tegardless of ‘how good we may be, 
would we venture to suggest that there 
is no room for improvement in our at- 
titude or performance toward others. 
Otherwise there would be nothing left 
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to which to aspire, no inspiration to 
impel, and life would be exceedingly 
dull. 

A very efficient but: mild-mannered 


railway yardmaster, long since. retired, ~ 


comes to mind. All his associates loved 
him. In his yard the performance of 
the men was hard to beat, but oc- 
casionally some crew or individual 
would sully the record. And Red (for 
that was his nickname) would quietly 
but firmly take the culprit to task. The 
answer he received on one occasion was, 
“But Red, I did my best.” Did Red 
realize that his reply—“Yes, but your 
best wasn’t good enough”—was an eter- 
nal and unchanging truth? 

That is the answer that many good, 
clean-cut people hope will give them a 
passport to Heaven when this earthly 
existence ends. 

Almighty God says that in spite of 
the little bit of good any of us may 


accomplish, “all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6) and that 
“the heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). 
Consider the one who in Matthew 19: 
16 came to Jesus and asked, “Good Mas- 
ter, what good thing shall I do, that I 
may inherit [or be found worthy of] 
eternal life?” Right off, the Son of 
man gave him something that should 
have put him straight: “Why callest 
thou me good?: There is none good but 
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments.” 
Perhaps the directness of the Sav- 
iour’s reply raised a question in the 
young man’s mind. His intention was 
praiseworthy, his desire was earnest, 
but probably it had never occurred to 
him that only God is good, only God is 
righteous, only God is holy! He knew 
he had a lack, but desired to know what 
(Continued on page 244) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@® There are now about 150,000 Latin 
Americans living in South Florida, ac- 
cording to Dr. Wilton Nelson, rector of 
the Seminario Biblico Latinamericano 
inCostaRica. Evangelical work among 
Latins in the Miami area is springing 
up, including 10 Baptist churches, 12 
Pentecostal, 2 Presbyterian, and one 
Friends, one Methodist, and one Chris- 
tian Reformed church. 
minican Republic, Evangelicals are 
enjoying full religious liberty, even 
favor, from Generalissimo Trujillo, 
due to the dictator's quarrel with the 
Catholic Church. About 2 per cent of 
the population is Protestant. In 
Puerto Rico, where there have been 
tremendous economic, cultural, and 
industrial advances in recent years, 
the Evangelical work is in a mature 
stage. Some 10 per cent of the popu- 
lation is Protestant, and in some 
areas foreign missionary work has vir- 
tually disappeared. 

@ The Far Eastern Broadcasting Com- 
pany, beaming programs from Manila, is 
serving as pastor to thousands of 
Christians in Central Laos. In an 
area encompassing 200 villages and 
8,000 Christians, there are only 14 
Christianworkers. Christians gather 
in homes to hear the Word preached in 
their own tongue as the Lao broadcasts 
are sent from Manila. The programs 
are produced by missionaries. 











@® Evangelical Literature Overseas 
reports that literacy in India has in- 
creased from 16 per cent of the popu- 
lation in 1951 to over 40 per cent 
today, bringing the number of readers 
there to approximately 159 million. 
The Evangelical Literature Fellow- 
ship of India is responding to this 
increased literacy. Comprising 35 
member organizations (bookshops, pub- 
lishers, book clubs, correspondence 
courses, magazines) ELFI produced 
more than 900 new titles in the last 
five years and distributed 36,000 
books, Colporteurs and tract clubs are 
carrying the printed page to all parts 
of the country. 





@ NEW YORK.—A plan to integrate the 
Mexican mission work of four U.S. 
Protestant groups under the National 
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In the Do-— 


Presbyterian Church of Mexico was ane 


nounced here. Involved are the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S, 
(Southern), the Reformed Church of 
America, and the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, whose headquarters are at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. 


@ The West Indies Mission reports 
that although most foreign missionary 
personnel has been withdrawn from 
Cuba, the national Christian leaders 
have assumed the responsibilities of 
the work of the Gospel, and that Chris- 
tian witness, evangelism, and litera- 
ture distribution are being carried 
on with notable success. 





@ Trans World Radio of Monte Carlo 
has arranged for the Near East and 
Arabian Mission to operate a studio in 
Beirut, Lebanon, to record Gospel pro- 
grams for transmission in Arabic, 
Armenian, and Turkish from Monte Carlo 
to the Near East. The messages will 
cross borders otherwise closed to 
Christian missionary work. 





@ MIAMI BEACH.—More than 15,000 per- 
sons packed Convention Hall to hear 
Billy Graham open his three-week cru- 





sade here. Reports indicate that 475 
inquirers came forward at the close of 
the sermon. 


@ MILAN, ITALY.—Augustin Cardinal 
Bea, head of the Secretariat for Chris- 
tian Unity in Rome, said here that 
while the forthcoming Second Vatican 
Couneil is not intended to treat di- 
rectly with any particular none- 
Catholic body, it will be "able to 
prepare for the eventual necessary 
and longed-for union between Chris- 
tians." Speaking of the proper atti- 
tude toward non-Catholic Christians, 
Bea admonished Catholics in the words 
of St. Augustine: " "Hate the error 
and love the erring.‘ * 











Next Week o ms 


Dr. Vernon C. Grounds, président of Con- 
servative Baptist Theological Seminary, writes 
on, “Jesus Christ, the Divisive Reconciler.’ 
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Christ and Mahomet 


Dr. George J. Tomeh, Consul General in New York of 
the United Arab Republic, writing in a recent issue of Arab 
World, a monthly magazine published by the Arab Infor- 
mation Center, describes the relationship of Christianity and 





its aggressive political ambitions and Christianity with its 
political adversaries.. The Christian communities, always 
loyal citizens in each of the Arab States, have since 1954 
been under siege.” 
























































ion Islam as one of harmony. “Christianity and Islam,” says Illustrating this hostility toward Christians was the attack 
ee. Dr. Tomeh, “provide the perfect, if not perhaps the unique, in Egypt against Christian schools. One Islamic source in 
illustration of two conflicting ideologies, quietly and grad- Cairo criticized the Christian missionaries’ “refusal to accept 
ually settling down to a peaceful co-existence and later toa the Education Ministry’s request that Islam should be taught 
Pts - mutually beneficial relationship. An examination of basic . in missionary schools. For these missionaries, we repeat 
ary points of agreement between those two divine religions | Abdul Nasser’s words when he said to the imperialists: “Take 
bie: depends in the last analysis . . . on metaphysical beliefs.... | your things and get out.’” ; 
tpi: Hair-splitting theologians may disagree on every step, as in Radio Cairo does not help to substantiate Dr. Tomeh’s 
of fact they have done throughout history.” Dr. Tomeh then _ idea of religious cordiality. Repeatedly it identifies Chris- 
a seeks to establish a three-level common basis for Christian- _ tianity with Western imperialism. ‘The United States has 
os ity and Islam: the religious (both are divinely given, he fulfilled its promise,” blares the station, “the result being 
Led says), the spiritual (both stress love to God and man), and _ that imperialist missionaries doubled their activities and con- 
the cultural (the two have some points of contact in verted a large number of boys and weaklings . . . O people 
intellectual heritage). The general thrust of the article of Onan, fight for our religion and restore the faith, for 
"Lo is that all is sweetness and light. the imperialists hatch plots and the exploitation of the 
and Dr. Tomeh’s words appear something less than convincing _ sanctity of religion for the sake of their ambition.” 
in when viewed in the light of current events in the Near East. President Nasser’s attack is unjust, based as it is on the 
"oe A recent issue of the Lebanese Gazette says this: “Christian- spurious identification of Christianity with imperialism. One 
aa ity, and with it religious freedom, has been subject to cannot help but feel, however, that for all of his vitupera- 


tion, he is more realistic than Dr. Tomeh, in acknowledging 
that there is no concord between Christ and Mahomet. Let 
us pray for Christians who face this bitter attack. 


| increasing attacks in the Middle East since 1954 when 
11 President Nasser of the U.A.R. seized power ... the U.A.R. 
has, in its policies at home and abroad, identified Islam with 








aa Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


Us THE WILL OF A GREAT PHILANTHROPIST.—One of the greatest libraries of the Mid- | 
- dle West is that known as the John Crerar Library in Chicago. This has been famous since its ) 


founding in 1895 for its great collections of scientific literature and is used by scores of scientific | 
organizations and research students daily. It is open to the public. When a young man, I was ) 
intensely interested in botany and thought at that time that my life would be devoted to some 


7 form of research in that area, and to the teaching of botany. For this reason, I often spent time 
at reading in the Crerar Library. Recently I have acquired the historical report of this library, pub- 
an lished in 1945, and in its pages I learned that Mr. Crerar was a giant in the business life of Chi- 
i= cago in the last half of the nineteenth century, especially in supplying railroads with rails and 
n= other manufactured articles. He remained a bachelor, and was intensely interested in Evangel- 
to ical, Christian enterprises, and a devout church member. (There is a good sketch of Mr. Crerar 
ry in the Dictionary of American Biography.) In this extensive historical sketch is a copy of Mr. 
5” Crerar’s will, and it seems to me that in this day when so much sordid literature is abroad, and 
is when so many writers, especially of fiction, have become famous in spite of the obscenities and 
a immorality in their works, it might prove a refreshing experience to be reminded of the high 
oF ethical standards of this notable citizen of Chicago and his frank insistence that the library staff 


/ 

| 

| 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

maintain that standard in their acquisition of volumes in the years to come: “. . . I desire that | 

the books and periodicals be selected with a view to create and sustain a healthy moral and 

il Christian sentiment in the community and that all nastiness and immorality be excluded. I 
do not mean by this that there shall be nothing but hymnbooks and sermons, but I mean that . 
dirty French novels and all skeptical trash and works of questionable moral tone shall never be | 
found in this library. I want its atmosphere that of Christian refinement, and its aim and | 
object the building up of character, and I rest content that the friends I have named will carry | 
out my wishes in those particulars.” | 
/ 
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THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE... 


TE HE Bible is the foundation of our faith. All that we know of God and His 

grace is through the Scriptures. Nothing is more important than that God’s 
Word be made available to us-in as accurate and understandable form as possi- 
ble. . For more than three centuries the King James Version has been our stand- 
ard Bible, but its English is now often archaic and difficult for the average man 
to understand. se 

In recent years there have been many translations. Some have been the prod- 
uct of individuals. Most of them, like the Revised Standard Version, have been 
merely revisions of the King James Version. This is a brand-new translation. 
It is published jointly by Cambridge and Oxford University presses (may be had 
from Times Book Service, 18th and Arch Street, Philadelphia 3; $4.95 plus 25 
cents postage and handling). 

A consortiunrof scholars has been at work taking advantage of the latest discov- 
eries and manuscripts, and has completed the New Testament portion. It is an 
attempt to convey the exact thought of the best manuscripts in classical contem- 
porary English. This is an event of such enormous import that THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES is featuring three major reviews of “The New English Bible—New 
Testament”: one by Prof. F. F. Bruce, Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism 
and Exegesis, University of Manchester, England; one by Dr. Everett F. Harri- 
son, Professor of New Testament, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif.; 
one by the Rev. Richard Gray, Pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church, Willow 








Grove, Pa. 


How It Came Into Being 


HE last version of the English Bible 

in which the churches of Great 
Britain and Ireland played a respon- 
sible part was the Revised Version of 
1881-1885. That version, as its name 
implies, was a revision of an earlier 
one—a revision of the King James Ver- 
sion of 1611. (As a matter of fact, the 
King James Version itself was a re- 
vision of a whole series of earlier Eng- 
lish versions, all of which stemmed 
from the translation of William Tyn- 
dale, the first part of which appeared 
in 1525.) The copyright of the Revised 
Version was owned by the University 
presses of Oxford and Cambridge. 
When the copyright was running out, 
in the nineteen-thirties, two distin- 
guished British scholars were ap- 
proached with a request to see if the 
Revised Version could ‘be further 
revised in the light of more recent 
knowledge. They prepared specimen re- 
visions, but with the outbreak of war in 


1939, the project was interrupted. One . 


of the two scholars was caught up in 
work for the Ministry of Information, 
and the other died in 1940. The proj- 
ect was thus brought to an end. 

After the war a plan of a much more 
radical character was set afoot. At the 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland in 1946 a motion was adopted 
to the effect that a completely new 
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By F. F. Bruce 


translation of the Bible into English 
should be undertaken. The Church 
of England and the principal Free 
churches of the country were ap- 
proached, and they greeted the proposal 
warmly. Accordingly in 1947 a joint 
committee was established, including 
representatives of the chief non-Roman 
churches of Great Britain and Ireland, 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety and the National Bible Society of 
Scotland, and of the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge University presses. This joint 
committee’s instructions were to pre- 
pare a new translation of the Bible into 
modern English; not a revision of any 
existing version, but a completely new 
translation, based directly on the Greek 
text of the New Testament and the 
Hebrew and Aramaic texts of the Old 
Testament. 

The joint committee took appropri- 
ate advice, and then appointed three 
panels of translators, one for the New 
Testament, one for the Old Testament, 
and one for the Apocrypha. In ad- 
dition, a fourth panel was set up, to 
give advice on the literary and stylistic 
aspects of the work. One of the most 
telling criticisms against the Revised 
Version of 1881-1885, especially with 
regard to the New Testament, had been 
based on its poor literary quality, which 
was sometimes painfully obvious in con- 





trast with the King James Version. If 
a version is intended to be read aloud 
in church, as well as studied privately 
at home, it must sound well; and if it 
is to sound well, some attention must 
be paid to matters like cadences and 
rhythms. These are matters that are 
too often overlooked by scholars. The 
joint committee determined that they 
should not be overlooked in the New 
English Bible, and so they appointed 
this fourth panel, consisting of men 
whose strength lay not in their knowl- 
edge of the ancient languages in which 
the Bible was first written, but in their 
sure instinct for good contemporary 
English style. 

Over the years there have been 


- changes in the constitution of the joint 


committee and the four panels. Emi- 
gration, advancing years, and occasion- 
ally death have removed some of the 
original members, and their places have 
been filled by others. The Bishop of 
Winchester is Chairman of the joint 
committee; it is he who signs the pref- 
ace to the New Testament translation 
which has just been published. The 
Director of the work is Professor C. H 
Dodd, who has also served as convener 
of the New Testament panel. 

The New Testament part of the work, 
published on March 14, now lies before 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 





us. Two editions are available, a “li- 





= SSeeednput eneceK eat ora 





fs <2“. Ce a Ce ae aes ee. Oe. foe Oe ee ae 2-2 


oe se = es oft 


be 


SRBTESESRE SERRE 


en 
int 
ni- 
n- 
he 
ve 
of 
int 
pf- 
on 
he 
H 
er 


re 
li- 


> 





_ March 25, 1961 (Lesson for April 9) 


brary edition” with introduction and 
translators’ notes, and a smaller “popu- 
lar edition,” with a brief introduction 
and a minimum of notes. 

The work of the Old Testament panel, 
whose convener is Professor G. R. 
Driver of Oxford, will take a few more 
years to complete. That is only rea- 
sonable; the Old Testament is. much 
longer than the New, and in several 
books it is considerably more difficult 
to translate. 

The procedure. adopted in the trans- 
lation of the New Testament has been 
as follows. A book was entrusted 
first of all to an individual translator, 
not necessarily a member of one of the 
panels. He produced a first draft, 
which might bear very little resem- 
blance to the version finally approved. 
This first draft was then sent to all the 
members of the panel, who worked 
through it along with the translator in 
the course of their next meetings. When 
the draft had been thoroughly discussed 
and revised by the panel, it went to 
the literary panel. This panel made 
suggestions for the improvement of the 
English style, and sent it back to the 
New Testament panel, which adopted 
such of the literary panel’s suggestions 
as it thought fit. The version approved 
by the New Testament panel was fi- 
nally submitted to the joint committee, 
with whom the final decision lay. The 
complete New Testament version was 
formally adopted by the joint com- 
mittee at a meeting in Westminster 
Abbey in March, 1960, and it was then 
sent to the printer. 

Much the same procedure continues 
to be followed by the Old Testament 
panel, with the exception that the first 
draft is sent by the translator to Pro- 
fessor Driver, who goes through it in 
the light of his expert knowledge of 


Hebrew and other Semitic languages 
before it is submitted to the panel. 

Professor Dodd has told us that the 
translators‘ have aimed at “timeless” 
English—that is to say, something that 
would be genuine idiomatic English, 
avoiding archaic turns of speech and 
passing fashions of the present day, 
readily understood by people of rea- 
sonable intelligence without being com- 
monplace or pedestrian, more concerned 
with conveying a sense of reality than 
with preserving hallowed associations, 
accurate but not pedantic. A word-for- 
word translation may be useful to a 
schoolboy who wants a “crib” to help 
him out with his Latin or French ex- 
ercise, but it may miss the real sense 
of the passage in question. And the 
proper business of a translator of the 
New Testament is to express in good 
present-day English the true sense 
which Paul and Peter and “John and 
the other New Testament writers ex- 
pressed in Greek nineteen centuries 
ago. This is what the translators of 
the New English Bible have set out to 
do—to give us the Word of God, the 
message of eternal life, in language that 
bears its meaning on its face. 

Although the translation is not a 
word-for-word one, for purposes of ac- 
curate verbal study the student who 
cannot read the New Testament in 
Greek will still have recourse to the 
British: Revised Version of 1881-1885 or 
the American Standard Version of 1901. 
The idea of using two different English 
versions for two separate purposes is 
not new. Under the influence of John 
Wycliffe in the fourteenth century two 
versions of the English Bible were pro- 
duced: one an extremely literal ren- 
dering of the Latin Vulgate, intended 
to be the basis for a new code of 
church law; and the other a much 


more readable and idiomatic one, edited 
by Wycliffe’s disciple John Purvey, who 
stated in his preface that his task as a 
translator was “to translate as clearly 
as he could to the sentence.” Similarly 
the New English Bible has aimed at 
making the sentence rather than the 
individual word the unit of translation. 

A balanced assessment of the quality 


of the work cannot be made on publi- - 


cation: day; it must follow ‘prolonged 
study and use of the work. The first 
impression it makes is distinctly favor- 
able, which is only to be expected 


when one considers the quality of the . 


scholars who have produced the trans- 
lation. Time and again the reviewer 
comes across something that he may 
think could have been rendered other- 
wise—whether on linguistic or theo- 
logical grounds—but that is inevitable. 
No doubt many individual preferences 
among the translators have had to be 
subordinated to the verdict of the ma- 
jority, but “in the multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety.” 

But no review can give so direct an 
impression of the New English Bible 
as a sample of the translation itself. 
Here is 1 John 1:1-4: 


It was there from the beginning; 
we have heard it; we have seen it 
with our own eyes; we looked upon 
it, and felt it with our own hands; and 
it is of this we tell. Our theme is the 
word of life. This life was made vis- 
ible; we have seen it and bear our 
testimony; we here declare to you the 
eternal life which dwelt with the Fa- 
ther and was made visible to us. What 
we have seen and heard we declare to 
you, so that you and we together may 
share in a common life, that life which 
we. share with the Father and His 
Son Jesus Christ. And we write this 
in order that the joy of all of us may 
be complete. ~ 


A Seminary Professor’s Appraisal 


FTER thirteen years of labor, a 

committee of scholars working un- 
der the leadership of C. H. Dodd and 
representing many. of the Protestant 
churches of the British Isles, has shared 
its first fruits. Other committees are at 
work on the Old Testament and. the 
Apocrypha. Copyright privileges be- 


‘long to the Oxford and Cambridge Uni- . 


versity presses, which have borne the 
entire expense of the enterprise. Their 
craftsmanship is superb and the type 
easy to read. ie 

Prior to the last world war some pre- 
liminary attempts had: been made to 
provide a new translation with a mini- 
mal divergence from the King James 
Version. When work was resumed 
after the war,-opinion had shifted to 
the point where the original plan was 
abandoned in favor of an entirely new 
translation in the modern idiom. A 


By Everett F. Harrison 


staff of literary experts worked with 
the committee to insure the acceptabil- 
ity of the wording. .The result is a 
version highly readable, vigorous in ex- 
pression, and marked by economy and 
beauty of language as well as scholarly 
accuracy. It represents more of a 
departure from the style of the King 
James than does the Revised Standard 
Version. © 

‘As- to the general character of the 
translation, it is not a paraphrase like 
the work of Phillips or Way. On the 
other hand, a word or phrase that does 
not have any equivalent in the original 
often finds its way into the text. In 
such instances the translators are seek- 
ing to convey the spirit of the text. 
They operate under the assumption that 
the rendering of the meaning in terms 
that are intelligible today is more im- 
portant than literal fidelity in a wooden 


sense. For example, we find translation 
of ideas in Romans 11:36, which now 
reads, “Source, Guide, and Goal of all 
that is—to him be glory for ever! 
Amen.” Similar freedom is taken in the 
rendering of parts of speech. The well- 
known passage in Philippians 1:21 now 
reads, “For to me life is Christ, and 
death gain.” 

A skillful literary touch adds color 
to 1 Corinthians 6:11, “But you have 
been through the purifying waters .. .” 


wording. John the Baptist thunders at 
the Pharisees in the following terms: 
“Then prove your repentance by the 
fruit it bears” (Matt. 3:8). At times 
the very flavor of the Greek words is 
successfully caught and reproduced, ag 
in Matthew 6:7: “In your prayers do 
not go babbling on like the heathen.” 
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Some neat alliterations are detected 
here and there: “Do not feed your 
pearls to pigs” (Matt. 7:6); “When I 
sent you out barefoot without purse or 
pack” (Luke 22:35); “Some people have 
gone astray into a wilderness of words” 
(1 Tim. 1:6). 

The translators have worked hard to 
eliminate terms conveying no satisfac- 
tory.meaning to people unfamiliar with 
Biblical backgrounds. “Mammon” has 
become “money,” “Decapolis” the “Ten 
Towns,” “early on the first day of the 
week” is now “early on the Sunday 
morning,” “the Preparation” is now 
“Friday,” “tetrarch” is “prince,” “publi- 
can” is “tax-gatherer,” “Golgotha” is 
the place called “the Skull.” Words 
are altered that might otherwise create 
a wrong impression. “Scribes” is re- 
placed by “teachers.” “Ministers of the 
word” (Luke 1:2) disappears in favor 
of “servants of the Gospel.” 

We have mentioned the economy of 
language. The reader will be im- 
pressed by the laconic style in such a 
passage as Matthew 9:9, 10, “Provide no 
gold, silver, or copper to fill your purse, 
no pack for the road, no second coat, 
no shoes, no stick; the worker earns his 
keep.” 

A homely touch is achieved in Mat- 
thew 11:11. “I tell you this: never has 
there appeared on earth-a mother’s son 
greater than John the Baptist.” It will 
be noted here that the familiar “verily” 
of the King James has been changed, 
and this is done consistently. 


What-about the verses that we com- 
mit to memory, the outstanding pas- 
sages of Holy Writ? Few of these have 
escaped alteration in some way. Mat- 
thew 11:28-30 is considerably altered. 
The net effect, after one has gotten over 
a momentary sense of irritation, is a 
fresh appreciation of the passage whose 
very familiarity has caused it to lose 
its edge. Note the wording of 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:17, “When anyone is united 
to Christ, there is a new world; the 
old order has gone, and a new order 
has already begun.” At times, it must 





be confessed, one could wish that the 
old terminology had been retained. 
“Set your troubled hearts at rest” (John 
14:1) may be all right, but it is scarcely 
an improvement over the old. This 
looks like change almost for change’s 
sake, 

Frequently the desire to render in 
the language of the day leads the trans- 
lators into colloquial expressions, such 
as “take to the hills” (Luke 21:21); 
“all of a sudden” (Luke 24:3); “This is 
more than we can stomach” (John 6: 
60); “this touched them on the raw” 
(Acts 5:33). One fears that “loose 
livers” (1 Cor. 5:9) may revive the old 
saw that pairs this expression with 
“floating ribs”! 

American readers should be prepared 
for certain typically British terms, such 
as pound and farthing in the realm of 
finance, and others that come out of 
the life of the street, such as “fell foul” 
(Matt. 13:57), “the people rounded on 
them” (Matt. 20:31), “truckle to no 
man” (Mark 12:14), “catch me out” 
(Mark 12:15). 

While translation is not interpretation, 
sometimes it is necessary to indulge in 
a bit of it in order to communicate 
properly. The new version ventures to 
suggest “guardian” angels in Matthew 
18:10;. “temple” is substituted for 
“place” in John 11:48; “a sharp pain in 
my body” replaces “a thorn in the 
flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7). 

An attempt is made to suit the ren- 
dering of the Greek kyrios (sir, lord, 
Lord) to the situation. In John 9:36, 
37 the first occurrence of the word is 
translated “sir” and the second “Lord.” 

An awareness of the contribution of 
modern scholarship to the understand- 
ing of the New Testament is apparent. 
David Daube’s suggestion at John 4:9 
is adopted, making the passage read, 
“Jews and Samaritans, it should be 
noted, do not use vessels in common.” 
In Acts 17:19 “the Court of Areop- 
agus” replaces “Mars’ hill.” 

Several recent translations have 
shown an admirable sensitivity to the 
Greek tenses, and this one does well 








in this respect, showing flexibility ag — 
well in some places. Consider the ren- — 
dering of the imperfect tense in Luke’s — 
account of the temptation of Christ; 
“and for forty days was led by the 
Spirit up and down the wilderness.” 
The italic words are not in the 
original but are an attempt to render 
the force of the imperfect tense. Much 
the same care is.seen in the handling 
of the article, for its presence or ab- 
sence is usually reflected in some way. 

Quotation marks are used for direct 
statements. Verses are marked in the 
outer margin. There are no Scripture 
references to denote source of quotations 
or to indicate parallel passages. Oc- 
casional footnotes take account of vari- 
ant manuscript readings and alternate 
renderings of the Greek. Law is cap- 
italized when it refers to the Penta- 
teuch and put in lower case when it 
refers to a commandment. Gospel is 
capitalized when used without any 
qualifying term, otherwise it stands in 
lower case. 

Is the translation without blemish? 
It has some weak points. “Devil” is 
used instead of “demon,” which creates 
a bad situation in a passage like Luke 
8:29. It seems unwarrantable to sub- 
stitute “mother” for “woman” in Jesus’ 
address to Mary (John 2:4). In 1 Co- 
rinthians 3:4 “too human” is liable to 
give a wrong impression of Paul’s mean- 
ing. In Acts 3:13, “God .. . has given 
the highest honour to his servant Jesus” 
disguises the truth of the Ascension. 
“The end of time” (Matt. 13:49) is 
misleading a8 opposed to “the consum- 
mation of the age.” Israel’s sonship is 
made personal instead of national (Rom. 
9:4). The controversial rendering of 
2 Timothy 3:16 adopted by the Ameri- 
can Standard Version revisers and dis- 
carded by the Revised Standard Version 
is here revived. 

Fortunately the objectionable items 
are few in number. Generally speak- 
ing, one can read this translation with 
confidence. He should do so to get a 
fresh and vivid approach to the Word 
of God. 


A Pastor’s Appraisal 


APPROACH the evaluation of this 
new translation as a pastor. Believ- 
ing in the Bible as inerrant in the 
original manuscripts I am first of all 
interested in the accuracy of the trans- 
lation. But I leave the judgment in 
regard to this to those whose life is 
devoted to New Testament studies. Not- 
withstanding, I have made spot checks 
in passages of which I have made a 
thorough study. 
I am also concerned with its effec- 
tiveness in getting across the message. 
I am caught on the horns of a dilemma. 
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By Richard Gray 


I want to retain the universe of dis- 
course that emanates from the King 
James Version, because it is part of our 
hymnology and our worship. On the 


.other hand, I am aware that the Eliza- 


bethan English of that version is be- 
coming increasingly archaic. I do 
not believe that seasoned Christians, 
steeped in a devotional life that has 
centered in the King James Version, 
will take readily to the New English 
Bible for anything except supplemen- 
tary reading. On the other hand, I find 
it difficult to get newer Christians to 





become regular Bible readers because 
of the problem in understanding the 
outmoded language of the King James 
Version. 

There are certain psychological fac- 
tors that make any new translation 
difficult to accept. The version to 
which we are accustomed is part and 
parcel of our life, especially our com- 
munion with God. Also, we have be- 
come accustomed to a certain cadence 
and rhythm in the reading of the King 
James Version. This we associate with 
majesty and piety. 
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The King James Version represents 
Elizabethan English at its best. The 
New English Bible represents 20th-cen- 
tury English at its best. It has some- 
thing in English expression that the 
Revised Standard Version and many of 
the translations of the last half century 
do not have. I would call it Church- 
illian English. It bears the mark of 
translators with whom English is a na- 
tive tongue. With Americans it is more 
like an “adopted” tongue. President 
Kennedy’s inaugural address was a lit- 
erary gem. But those who recall the 
great speeches of Winston Churchill re- 
alize that it suffers by contrast when 
compared to them. A similar differ- 
ence obtains between the Revised 
Standard Version and the New English 
Bible. Scholars acquainted with the 
Greek idiom can translate that idiom 
into the English idiom only if they have 
the acquaintance with the language as 
one such as Churchill has. A great art- 
ist in the use of language does not 
employ big words, but he employs sim- 
ple words in a wide variety. One is 
impressed that these translators were 
aware of the vast variety-of expression 
available in Webster’s unabridged dic- 
tionary. 

This pastor has always found the 
versification of the King James Version 
an obstacle to the smooth reading of 
the Scripture and to a ready under- 
standing of the first reading. He has 
always liked the paragraphing of the 
American Standard Version. This the 
New English Bible has. It has an ad- 
ditional advantage. It does not insert 
the verse numbers in the text but puts 
them in the margins. A verse can be 
found easily, and yet the interruption 
which a number brings is not there. 
The only insertions in the text are the 
letters referring to footnotes, which in- 
dicate readings from alternate manu- 
scripts. 

There are some translations in which 
the attempt to be literal is carried to an 
extreme. The correct meaning of the 
Greek idiom is not given. There are 
other translations in which freedom is 
used to such an extent in trying to ex- 
press the Greek idiom that accuracy 
is forfeited. Here is an attempt to use 
freedom in translating the Greek idiom 
without forfeiting accuracy. To say 
that interpretation does not enter in 
would be false. Interpretation always 
enters into any translation. Some will 
find similarities between the New Eng- 
lish Bible and the Phillips translation. 
Phillips appears to be more free but 
by virtue of the fact that it is a trans- 
lation done by one author, one cannot 
have the same confidence in its ac- 
curacy. One is more assured when 
the translation is made by a group of 
scholars. 

Comparisons of The New English 
Bible will be made not only with the 
King James Version but to the two 
Most popular translations in recent 
years, the Revised Standard Version 
and Phillips translation. 

For those who merely want the 
language of the King James Version 
brought up to date, that is, revised, the 
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The Real Prisoner 
By Mabelle B. McGuire 
6 xg people cried to Herod, Hebrew 


“We bring a man for judgment, Mighty 
One!” 
The Galilean forward stepped, in bonds, 
His sandals worn, ‘his simple robe, 
homespun. 


The king in regal splendor sat on high 
Above the dais where stood the Son 
of Man. 
“Send him to Pilate, sire!” the rabble 
cried. 
“He is a malcontent, a firebrand!” 


Despite his manacles, Christ turned and 
looked 
Into those frightened eyes, set wide 
apart. 
Our Saviour was the free man on that 
day, 
While Herod wore the chains about 
his heart. 








Revised Standard Version meets the 
need. For those who want a trans- 
lation that strikes out in a new direction, 
as does Phillips, the New English Bible 
will meet their need. 

One of the refreshing things about 
the New English Bible is that it over- 
comes the sometimes monotonous word- 
iness of the King James Version. _ The 
economy of words, the directness of the 
New English Bible, accomplishes two 
things. It makes the point of the pas- 
sage readily grasped. It serves to bring 
out the drama in the actions of the 
Gospels. Note a comparison: 


Marx 4:33, 34 
And with m such With many such par- 
parables spake he the ables he would give 
word unto them, as them his message, so 
they were able to hear far as any” were able 
it. But without a par- to receive it. He never 
able spake he not unto cooks to them except 
them: and when they i agro but pri- 
were alone, he _ ex- wately to his disciples 
ounded all things to he explained every 
is disciples (King thing (New English 
James Version). Bible). 


This translation has some wonderful 
illuminations but some unfortunate ob- 
scurations. Among the wonderful il- 
luminations are the following: 


1 CoRINTHIANS 13:11, 12 
When I was a child When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, t my speech, my out- 
understood as a child, look, and my tho — 
I thought as a child: were all chil rhs 
but when I became a I grew LS, 
th wedidich 


man, I put away child- ished 
ish things. For now things. Now we see 
we see ough a glass only puzzling  reflec- 


darkly; but then face tions in a mirror, but 

to face: now I know then we shall see face 

in part; but then shall to face. My knowl- 

I know even as also I edge now is partial; 

am known (K.J.V.). then it will be whole, 
like God’s knowledge 
of me (N.E.B.). 


Mark 2:21, 22 

No man also seweth No one sews 8 patch 
a@ piece of new cloth of unshrunk cloth on 
on an old garment: else to an old coat; if he 
the new piece that does, the patch tears 
filled it up taketh away away from it, the new 
from the old, and the from the old, and 
rent is made worse. leaves a bigger hole. 
And no man putteth No one puts new wine 
new wine into old bot- into old wine-skins; if 
tles: else the new wine he does, the wine will 
doth burst the bottles, burst the skins, and 
and the wine is spilled, then wine and skins 
and the bottles will be are both lost. Fresh 
marred: but new wine skins for new wine! 
must be put into new (N.E.B.) 
bottles (K.J.V.). 


Here is an example of an unfortu- 
nate obscuration: 


GALATIANS 8:3 


Are ye so foolish? Can it be that you 

having begun in the are:so stupid! You 

Spirit, are ye now started with the spir- 

made perfect by the itual; do you now look 

flesh? (K.J.V.) to the material to 
make you perfect? 
(N.E.B.) 


The use of “material” in the place of 
“flesh” makes the contrast one of spir- 
itual over against physical, rather than 
of the new nature over against the old 
nature, which is human nature under 
the domination of sin. This mistake is 
not made in John 3:6, which reads: 
“Flesh can give birth only to flesh; it 
is spirit that gives birth to spirit.” 


Another unfortunate obscuration is: 


ROMANS 


But now the right- 
eousness of God with- 
out the law is mani- 
fested, being witnessed 
by the law and the 
prophets; even the 
righteousness of God 
which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all 
and upon all them that 


8:21, 22 


But now, quite in- 
dependently of law, 
God's justice has been 
brought to light. The 
Law and the prophets 
both bear witness to 
it: it is God’s wa: 
of righting wrong, ef- 
fective through faith 
in Christ for all who 


believe: for there is no have such faith—all, 
erence (K.J.V.). G 4. 4 +s t distinction 


Note that even within the new trans- 
lation “the righteousness of God” is at 
first translated “God’s justice” and then 
it is referred to as “God’s way of right- 
ing wrong.” A casual reading of the 
King James Version suggests that the 
22nd verse is explaining what is meant 
by the righteousness of God in the 21st 
verse. It is erroneous to say that God’s 
justice is God’s way of righting wrong. 
What the apostle is referring to here as 
expounded in the following verses is 
God’s method of declaring men right- 
eous through faith on the basis of the 
redemption of Jesus Christ. This is not 
righting wrong, it is righting men. It 
is declaring them righteous, not chang- 
ing their wrong to right. It is forgiving 
their wrong. It should be added that 
the New English Bible in this important 
section does not obscure the great truth 
of justification by faith. Indeed, it re- 
tains this expression in 5:1 (a place 
where the Berkeley translation unfor- 
tunately uses “made righteous”). To 
declare righteous is the act of justi- 
fication; to make righteous is the proc- 
ess of sanctification. 


Since the Revised Standard Version 
disappointed many people by its trans- 
lation, “young woman” instead of “vir- 
gin” in Isaiah 7:14, it is interesting to 
note that in Matthew 1:21 where Isaiah 
7:14 is quoted, the word “virgin” is 
used (as indeed it is in the R.S.V.). 
Some people may regard it as unfortu- 
nate that in Luke 1 in the description 
of the appearance of the angel, Mary 
is described as a girl. However, this 
should not be regarded as a prejudice 
against the virgin birth, because the 
virgin birth is clearly set forth in the 
passage that follows. 


Note the answer of the angel to Mary 
as translated in each version: 
(Continued on page 249) 
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Tue Kinc James VERSION 


Prov. 1:2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the 
words of understanding; 

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judg- 
ment, and equity; 

4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowl- 
edge and discretion. 

5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a 
man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: 

6 To understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the 
words of the wise, and their dark sayings. 

7 The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


Job 28:20 Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the 


place of understanding? 
21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept 


International Uniform Lesson 








THE SOURCE OF TRUE WISDOM 


Job 28:12-28; Proverbs 1:1-7; Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; James 1:1-8; 
printed text, Proverbs 1:2-7; Job 28:20-28 (In this order) 


Golden Text.—If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.—Jas. 1:5 


close from the fowls of the air. 

22 Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame 
thereof with our ears. 

23 God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth 
the place thereof. 

24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under 
the whole heaven; 

25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the 
waters by measure. 


26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the 


lightning of the thunder: 

27 Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, 
and searched it out. 

28 And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 














The Lesson as a Whole 
". By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
y= Solomon, and James unite in 
























our lesson this week to tell us that 
man apart from God utterly lacks 
the true wisdom. 

The natural man, to be sure, has 
ability to reason, analyze, and discrim- 
inate. He can assess evidence and form 
judgments. He can investigate and 
reach conclusions. 

This, however, is all on the manward 
level, and flows out of the fact that man 
possesses a human spirit, intelligent in 
human affairs (see 1 Cor. 2:11). 

But man is a.creature directly ac- 
countable to God in a way that the beast 
is not. He is morally responsible, be- 
ing the offspring of God in creation 
(see Acts 17:28, 29). Therefore, his 
first responsibility is not to his fellow 
creature, but rather to his creator. If 
he is not in proper adjustment here, 
he will not be in true adjustment on 
the other level. The vertical must pre- 
cede the horizontal. 

Sin has completely distorted this con- 
cept. Having snapped the link that 
originally connected him with God, sin 
has cut man off from the source of all 
true power and wisdom, leaving him 
both impotent and ignorant. But pride 
often prevents the acknowledgment of 
this, and leads to a completely false 


in his natural and unregenerate state is 
alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance that is in him (see Eph. 
4:18). The blessing of salvation be- 
comes his only as he is convicted of 
this and humbles himself in repentance. 


Verse by Verse 
Proverbs 1:2,—“To know wisdom and 
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sense of self-sufficiency. In fact, man . 


instruction; to perceive the words of 
understanding.” In these introductory 
words Solomon, the author, provides us 
with some of the reasons why he wrote 
this book. It was in order to equip us 
to meet the complex problems of life 
and to save us from sorrow and failure. 

Wisdom is the right use of knowledge, 
and is a common word throughout this 
book. “Instruction” is a word closely 
associated with chasténing and disci- 
pline, and is so used in Isaiah 26:16. 
It means, therefore, “to learn by trial 
or affliction.” “Understanding” suggests 
“intelligence.” 

Verse 3.—“To receive the instruction 
of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and 
equity.” Here are four important 
words, and the realities lying behind 
them are available to all of us. The 
A.S.V. translates “wisdom” as “wise 
dealing.” It is the same word (in the 
original text) as rendered “good un- 
derstanding” in Proverbs 3:4. Justice 
is right conduct, judgment concerns 
right decisions, and equity is moral up- 
rightness. 

Verse 4—“To give subtilty to the 
simple, to the young man knowledge 
and discretion.” Subtilty here does not 
suggest déceit, of course, but rather 
prudence. The wisdom of the serpent 
combined with the harmlessness of the 
dove should mark the Christian (see 
Matt. 10:16). The “simple” in Proverbs 
suggests the one who is easily led, par- 


ticularly the young man who stands in 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“Though I walk in the midst of 
trouble, thou wilt revive me” (Psa. 
138:7). 

















special need of knowledge and dis- 
cretion. 

Verse 5.—“A wise man will hear, and 
will increase learning ...” This is 
really the first proverb of the book, and 
it is quite significant. Notice: it does 
not say that a wise man will speak, or 
act, but rather, hear. In other words, 
he will be a receiver, and his very 
willingness to listen indicates that he 
acknowledges ignorance. Thus by lis- 
tening attentively he will increase his 
learning. James urges us to be “swift 
to hear” (1:19), and salvation becomes 
ours when we hear the voice of the 
Son of God (John 5:24). 

Verse 6—“To understand a proverb, 
and the interpretation; the words of the 
wise, and their dark sayings.” The man 
who will listen to divine instruction 
will not only enlarge his knowledge but 
will also intelligently discern the sig- 
nificance of proverbs, enigmas, allego- 
ries, and dark sayings of wise men. 
This very book—Proverbs—contains 
such (see chap. 30), as well as other 
parts of Holy Scripture. The Lord 
Jesus often employed this method in 
His teaching, and tempered it accord- 
ing to His listeners’ ability to interpret. 
In fact, He Himself often explained the 
meaning (see Mark 4:33, 34). 

“He that is spiritual judgeth [or dis- 
cerneth] all things” (1 Cor. 2:15). 

Verse 7.—“The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge: but fools de- 
spise wisdom and instruction.” “The 
fear of the Lord” is an oft-occurring 
expression in this book, and does not 
at all suggest terror, but that loving 
reverence with which a son would re- 
gard his father. If we would know 
God’s truth then we must know God, 

for. if we are to be rightly related 
worldward then we must first be rightly 
related Godward. Submission to and 
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_ March 25, 1961 (Lesson for April 9) 


confidence in the Creator, on the part 
of the creature, is basic to any ac- 
quisition of true knowledge. On the 
other hand, the foolish impiously scorn 
the true wisdom and are content with 
human speculations and unsupported 
theories. 

Job 28:20.—“Whence then cometh wis- 
dom? and where is the place of under- 
standing?” The author of these words 
—Job—was no inferior philosopher. On 
the contrary, he was a keen observer of 
the phenomena of nature, and a learner 
of her lessons. But while nature’s Se- 
crets were discoverable, the wisdom 
that lay behind nature was elusive. 
How could he know the mind behind 
it all? 

Verse 21.—“Seeing it is hid from the 
eyes of all living, and kept close from 
the fowls of the air.” This mind was 
and is not known to man in his natural 
state. For, after all, man is a fallen, 
sinful creature, and in his rebellion, 
chose to retain not God in his knowl- 
edge (see Rom. 1:28). Nor do the lower 
creatures, such as the birds, know the 
hidden wisdom by whose instinct they 
live and move. 

Verse 22.—“Destruction and death 
say, We have heard the fame thereof 
with our ears.” Earth and air have 
confessed their ignorance. Now what 
about the realm of death and the grave? 
Ah, they cannot help either. They are 
made to report only the hearing of a 
rumor. 

Verse 23.—“God wunderstandeth the 
way thereof, and he knoweth the place 
thereof.” Here is the answer. God 
alone knows, and therefore He alone 
can reveal it. 

Verse 24—“For he looketh to the 
ends. of the earth, and seeth under the 
whole heaven.” His observation and 
knowledge are complete, universal, and 
perfect, and therefore infinite. 


Verse 25.—“To make the weight for 
the winds; and he weigheth the waters 
by measure.” Winds and waters are 
among nature’s mighty forces, and these 
defy the full control of man. Only 
the mighty God of creation can exer- 
cise mastery over them. 

Verse 26—“When he made a decree 
for the rain, and a way for the light- 
ning of the thunder.” When violent 
storms break loose, how pathetically 
helpless man is! But this statement 
declares again the absolute control of 
the omnipotent and all-wise God. He 
holds these terrifying energies as on a 
leash. 


Verse 27—“Then did he see it, and 
declare it; he prepared it, yea, and 
searched it out.” Notice the word 
“then.” At the time of creation God 
perfectly assessed the situation regard- 
ing His own greatness and His crea- 
ture’s littleness, and at that time 
determined on his course. 


Verse 28—“And unto man he said, 
Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom; and to depart from evil is un- 
derstanding.” In view of the creature’s 
Puniness and ignorance, the secret of 
all blessing lies in his reverence, obe- 





Last Week’s Lesson 


1. April 2—Christ, Our Living Lord. 
John 20; 21 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. April 16.—When the Righteous Suf- 
fer. Job 1; 2; 19:13-26; James 1:12-15 








dience toward and trust in the Lord. 
Such an attitude will issue in a turning 
away from wickedness. Here is true 
wisdom. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The value of wisdom (Job 28:12-19) 

2. The necessity of wisdom (Eccles. 12: 
13, 14) 

3. The source of wisdom (Job 28:20- 
28; Prov. 1:1-7) 

4. The availability of wisdom (Jas. 1: 
1-8) 

The Heart of the Lesson 

When man fell in Eden by deliber- 
ately disobeying the express command 
of his God, every part of his being suf- 
fered severe damage. This included his 
intellect and his judgment. Prior to 
this catastrophe he found his wisdom 
in simple dependence upon and unques- 
tioning obedience to the divine will. 
The Genesis account presents unfallen 
man as a king over the lower creation, 
having full authority over all the works 
of the Creator’s hands. Adam’s wisdom 
was evidenced by the fact that he 
named all of the animals in keeping 
with their natures. All of this certified 
his original wisdom (Gen. 2:19, 20). His 
attitude to his God being right, his at- 
titude to every other relationship was 
in perfect adjustment. 

Today, however, all is changed. Sin 
has dislocated man’s relation to God, 
and consequently everything else is dis- 
located as well. All of his faculties— 
physical, mental, and- moral—have been 
infected by the virus that was released 
by that original revolt. His originally 
perfect creature wisdom has degener- 
ated into deceit, sublety, and often cun- 
ning. 

His only. recourse, therefore, is to get 
back into right relationship with God, 
with whom alone true wisdom is found. 
Consequently, until man is prepared to 
confess his folly and ignorance, this is 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


AME one reason that the first chap- 
ter of Proverbs gives for its being 
written. 
2. What will a wise man do to in- 
crease learning? 


3. What evidence do we have of 


Adam’s wisdom before he sinned? 

4. What is the beginning of wisdom? 

5. What cannot buy it? 

6. According to Christ from whom 
does God hide wisdom? 

7. To whom does He reveal it? 

8. What attitude do fools take toward 
instruction? 

9. How may we have the true wis- 
dom? 

(Answers on page 243) 





not available to him. He must acknowl- 
edge himself “a fool, that he may be 
wise” (1 Cor. 3:18). When he adopts 
this attitude, and thus takes the place 
of a dependent babe, he is again in the 
position where the great reservoir of 
all knowledge is available to him. 


Topics for Development 

The Ignorance of the Experts and the 
Wisdom of the Babes. When our. Lord 
came from Heaven and moved among 
men, He found Himself frequently in 
sharp conflict with the prevailing re- 
ligious leadership. The scribes and 
Pharisees professed to be the acme of 
all wisdom and knowledge, and” tended 
to despise the commoners that made up 
the bulk of society. These men prided 
themselves on their professed ability to 
pronounce on any subject, particularly 
those subjects relating to religion. 
They were proud, self-sufficient, and 
self-assured. This attitude had caused 
them to reject haughtily the ministry 
of John the Baptist when he had come 
among them. Luke tells us that they 
“rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him” 
(Luke 7:29, 30).- John had demanded 
humility and self-judgment, but such 
attitudes on their part were quite un- 
acceptable. 

This consummated in their total re- 
jection of Jesus Christ and His mes- 
sage. 

In the midst of all this unbelief our 
Lord turned to the Father and praised 
Him that He had “hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and ... re- 
vealed them unto babes” (Matt. 11:25). 
Of course, these wise and prudent were 
those who professed to be such. Their 
loud pretension of wisdom was actually 
the greatest barrier for their receiving 
of it. Conceit made it morally impos- 
sible for the all-wise God to communi- 
cate with them, for the truly wise man 
will listen before speaking, and will 
thus increase learning (see Prov. 1:5). 

And while Heaven’s counsels were 
closed completely to the wiseacres of 
earth, they were open to babes. The 
babe, after all, is one of the most de- 
pendent of all creatures. He is de- 
pendent on the adult for both strength 
and guidance. And what obtains in 
the physical also obtains in the spiritual. 
It is only to the humble and contrite 
that the Lord makes known His ways. 


Practical Applications 

Education begins in the kindergarten, 
and the kindergarten in God’s school 
is “the fear of the Lord.” This is “the 


‘beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). 


Needless to say, this is not a guilty ter- 
ror of God, but rather that reverential 
trust that gladly submits to His superior 
glory, power, and sufficiency. 

The greatest hindrance to knowledge 
is perhaps our unwillingness to confess 
ignorance. Consequently, we remain 
ignorant—and deserve to! In the risen 
Christ resides “all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). We 
must, therefore, take the place of sub- 
missive recipients if we are to enjoy 
such. 

Every day we face choices that call 
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for wise decisions. How dependent we 
are! And how apt to lean on our own 
understanding rather than to trust in 
the Lord with all our heart! (See Prov. 
3:5.) 


Golden Text 

James 1:5—“If any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him.” As in our 
initial salvation, our greatest require- 
ment is to recognize our need of God. 
Self-confidence is fatal, but a sense of 
dependence will cause us to come boldly 
and ask of this wisdom of Him who is 
its source and generous supplier. 


NortH PaLm BEACH, FLA. 











From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Let Us With a Gladsome Mind” 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, with whom is perfect 
knowledge and wisdom, we thank Thee 
for the loving wisdom that governs all 
Thy dealings with us. All we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, turning to our 
own way and bringing ourselves into 
troubles of our own making. Forgive 
us, O Lord, and help us out of our dis- 
tresses, giving us wisdom to know the 
right way to take in our perplexities. 
Make us wise to order all our ways ac- 
cording to Thy Word. Send out Thy 
light and truth and the Good News of 
our Saviour to every place. Make light 
and love to displace darkness and hate 
in the earth, Make our own hearts 
pure, our desires and purposes right 
and good, and our conduct blameless 
in Thy holy sight. To sad and suffering 
ones show fitting mercy. To all in high 
places give light and leading for deal- 
ing with the perplexing conditions of 
our world, and speed the time when 
Thy will shall be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Ours is indeed a 
Golden Text today, one to memorize 
and put into practice. As often as we: 
are perplexed and unsure whai to do, 





OR UMAN PROBLEMS 
IND EAVEN’S WISDOM 











we should recall this verse and do what 
it says, asking God to give us the wis- 
dom we lack. It is a great blessing to 
be able to take our problems to Him, to 
say: “Father, this is beyond my wis- 
dom; give me to see the right way to 
take.” Our Lord said, “Ask,. and ye 
shall receive.” We may therefore be 
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sure God will guide our thought and 
show us the way to take in all our per- 
plexities if we will ask Him for wis- 
dom, light, and leading. 

Even if we are in a tight spot through 
some sin or folly of our own, He still 
will help us. Just confess your sin or 
mistake to God as you ask for wisdom 
to cope with the situation and He will 


- give the light and help you need. He 


gives His good gifts to all men liberally, 
not grudgingly. Nor does He scold and 
reproach us for our sin and folly, but 
gently passes them by and comes to our 
help. People who make life a walk 
with God take all their troubles and 
problems to Him and find He does give 
wisdom in every perplexing difficulty. 
Through some portion of the Bible per- 
haps, or through the advice of a friend, 
the help of some wise writer or the 
enlightenment of their own thought and 
judgment, the wise way to take is shown 
them. Ask God for wisdom for dealing 
with every trying experience you meet 
and He will give it you. 


OceaN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“To know wisdom and instruction 
...? (Prov. 1:2). —It is a real boon to a 
reader to know at the outset just why 
the book he is about to peruse was 
written. 

We know that the Gospel of John was 
written “that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life 
through his name” (John 20:31). 

And the First Epistle of John was 
written “unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life .. .” 
(1 John 5:13). 

The Holy Spirit leaves us in no doubt 
as to the purpose behind the writing of 
the Book of Proverbs. It was written 
that its readers might “know wisdom 
and instruction; to perceive the words 
of understanding.” 

“The term wisdom is here employed 
in its widest sense, as denoting correct 
apprehensions with regard to the whole 
circle of human duty, whether moral, 
religious, or prudential” (Dr. J. Muen- 
scher). 

Jerome’s direction to one of his 
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_ friends for the education of his daughter 


is: “Let her have first of all the Book of 
Psalms for holiness of heart, and be in- 
structed in the Proverbs of Solomon for 
her godly life.” 

The word instruction means “to teach 
by discipline’—“knowing wisdom and 
how to teach it” (Septuagint version). 

Matthew Henry, in his beautiful por- 
trait of his mother, describes her as one 


that was very well versed in Solo- 
mon’s Proverbs, and the rules of wis. 
dom, “which may be fetched from 
thence for the conduct of human life, — 
and knew how to apply them, and be 
use knowledge aright.” 


. to perceive the words of under- 
Pies, (Prov. 1:2).—Such words are 
words that enable one to “discern both 
good and evil.” 


“To receive the instruction of wis. 
dom...” (Prov. 1:3).—“Receiving that 
discipline which discretion imparts. The 
Hebrew for wisdom differs from that 
of verse 2, and denotes rather discreet 
counsel. Justice, and judgment, and 
equity—all the attributes of one up- 
right in all his relations to God ahd 
man” (Dr. A. R. Fausset). 


“To give subtilty to the simple . 
(Prov. 1:4).—By the simple is meant 
the young and inexperienced, who are 
peculiarly liable to be led astray by 
evil counsel and example. “Subtlety, 
as used here conveys the thought of 
ability to detect craftiness in others. 
‘Wise as serpents’ answers to it in the 
New Testament” (Dr. Ironside). 

“Specially is the young man directed 
to this Book. His undisciplined ardor 
runs to waste. His mind fluctuates at 
the mercy of the winds of opinion in 
the world around him; and greatly does 
he need some settled master-principles 
to fix his purpose, choice, and conduct. 
Here then he finds knowledge and dis- 
cretion; a religion, not of imagination, 
impulse, or sentiment; but the sound, 
practical energy of Scriptural truth” 
(Chas. Bridges). 

Over the gates of Plato’s school was 
written in Latin the equivalent of these 
English words: “Let no one who is not 
a geometrician enter.” How very dif- 
ferent is the inscription over these doors 
of Solomon: “Let the ignorant, simple, 
foolish, young enter!” 


“To understand a proverb, and the 
interpretation ...” (Prov. 1:6).—A pro- 
verb, according to Strong’s Concordance, 
is “a pithy maxim, usually of a meta- 
phorical nature; hence a simile [as an 
adage, poem, discourse] byword, par- 
able.” A proverb without its inter- 
pretation has been likened to “a nut 
uncracked.” 

A diligent student of the Proverbs 
of Solomon will come to an understand- 
ing of proverbs; and shall be able to 
interpret them. He will also under- 
stand “the words of the wise and their 
dark sayings.” 


“The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of knowledge .. .” (Prov. 1:7).— 
The fear of the Lord, as has often been 
pointed out, denotes reverential awe, 
not slavish dread. Solomon defines it 
as hatred of evil (Prov. 8:13). 

“The fundamental fact, then, is that 
in all knowledge, all understanding of 
life, all interpretation thereof, the fear 
of Jehovah is the principal thing, the 
chief part, the central light, apart: from 
which the mind of man gropes in dark- 
ness, and misses the way. . .. That is 
the sum total of wisdom” (Dr. G. C. 
Morgan). 
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“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom .. .” (Job 28:28).—The place 
where wisdom is found is not in the 
deepest mine nor the deepest sea. It 
cannot be found in the earth; it cannot 
be bought. It is in God; and is mani- 
fested by the wise and powerful things 
He does. Unto man He says: “The fear 
of the Lord, that is wisdom.” The same 
truth as we had in Proverbs 1:7. 

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God...” (Jas. 1:5).—Solomon 
is an outstanding illustration of our 
Memory Text. See 1 Kings 3:5-13; 4: 
29-34. 

Paul preached Christ as “the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” And, 
He “of God is made unto us wisdom 
..-” (1 Cor. 1:24, 30). 


Wawona, CALIF. 





The Illustration Round Table 
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be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

2 dcoen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Circles.—If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him (Jas. 1:5, Golden 
Text). “What do you believe?” said 
George Whitefield to a Roman Catholic 
miner in Cornwall. “What the Church 
believes,” was the reply. “And what 
does the Church believe?” “What I 
believe.” “And what do you both be- 
lieve?” Again inquired Whitefield. 
“The same thing.” How different from 
the Bible which says, “Be ready . . . to 
give ... to every man that asketh... 
a reason of the hope that is in you” 
(1 Pet. 3:15) —From Leaves of Light. 
Sent by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Going to the Fount.—A man of un- 
derstanding shall attain unto wise coun- 
sels (Prov. 1:5). When a boy in Prince- 
ton College, it was my inestimable 
privilege to be the pupil-assistant of 
Prof. Joseph Henry, the illustrious 
Christian scientist, in his original ex- 
periments. When for the first time 
electric signals were sent from point to 
point, the earth itself being used for the 
return current, Professor Henry put me 
at one end of the circuit, while he 
stood directing the experiments at the 
other. I can well remember the won- 
derful care with which he arranged all 
his principal experiments; when he ap- 
proached the solution, the experiment 
was repeated over and over again, and 
all its variable conditions altered and 
Tecombined in every form. Then often, 
when the testing moment came, that 
eminent scientist would raise his hand 
in adoring reverence, and ep upon me 
to uncover my head and p in 
silence, “Because,” he said, ‘ is here. 


I am about to ask God a question.”— 
From A. Hodge in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


How To Touch.—The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge (Prov. 
1:7). I heard Dr. Jowett say a great 
thing once. I was preaching in Spur-- 
geon’s Tabernacle, and he was to have 
one Sunday in the midst of my time. 
He came, and spoke about the woman 
who came, who pushed her way through 
the crowd, saying, “If I may but touch 
his garment, I shall be whole.” He ex- 
horted his great congregation, and said, 
“Touch Him—touch Him—touch Him, 
and you shall be healed.” In his mes- 
sage he anticipated someone’s saying, 
“But I do not know how to touch Him. 
He is not here; I cannot see Him. I 
do not know how to touch Him.” Then 
said the great preacher, “Tell Him you 
do not know how to touch Him, and 
that will touch Him.”—From Dr. T. T. 
Shields, in the Gospel Witness. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, one: 
Pa. 


Trained Ears.—Whence then cometh 
wisdom? and where is the place of un- 
derstanding? (Job 28:20.) In the main, 
we hear what we listen for. Before 
the discovery of radar, ships in a fog 
were often guided by the blowing of 
long and short blasts on their whistles 
at regular intervals and by watching 
charts, while proceeding slowly ahead. 
By listening for the echo after a whistle 
was blown, a trained ship’s captain 
could tell with reasonable accuracy the 
location of distant mountains or near- 
by objects. In such a circumstance, a 
ship’s captain became tense and some- 
what perplexed. He rang for a slower 
engine, and then for reverse. “There’s 
something straight ahead,” he declared 
to his companions in the chart house. 
“IT get an echo from something.” Just 
then, as a little breeze caught the fog 
and lifted it slightly, only a short dis- 
tance ahead was seen a huge steel scow 
that had broken loose in the harbor and 
was drifting across the course of the 
steamer. A landlubber expressed his 
amazement at the captain’s perception. 
But the captain merely chuckled, and 
said, “It’s a matter of educated hearing. 
God gave us ears, but we don’t always 
train them.” Sometimes, in life, we 
come to situations where we cannot see 
ahead and where we do not know 
which way to take. But God has made 
it possible for us to be guided in just 
such places——From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Divine Telescope—Seeing it is hid 
from the eyes of all living, and kept 
close from the fowls of the air (Job 
28:21). Sir Isaac Newton did not feel 
himself: daunted and cowed in the pres- 
ence of this vast physical universe, as 
are some scientific people today. He 
knew how to evaluate moral and spir- 
itual personality above mere material 
bigness. In one of our contemporaries 
we find this statement taken from New- 
ton’s writings: “I can take my telescope 
and look millions and millions of miles 
into space; but I can lay it aside and 





material agents of earth.”—From Chris- 
tian Faith and Life. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Christian Composure—God wunder- 
standeth the way thereof, and he know- 
eth the place thereof (Job 28:23). A 
Christian forelady in a factory where 
there were several teen-agers was often 
baffled in knowing how to handle them. 
She never failed to receive good coun- 
sel and advice from a fine Christian 
man in the next department. One. day 
when the forelady was very discour- 
aged, the Christian man said quietly, 
“Our God knows all about it, and there’s 
something else we need to mind. Most 
of these folk never enter a church, or 
read God’s holy Word. We are the 
only Bible they know, and they have 
precious souls you and I need to be 
caring about. Now if they see us all 
worked up about our work, what kind 
of testimony is that? . No indeed, we 
need to show them by our everyday 
lives that our God has everything about 
us in His holy hands. And in these 
days of fearful problems, who knows 
what a quiet, holy walk and a wise- 
like way of handling our problems will 
do for our fellow workers, especially 
some of these hard to handle teen- 
agers who never were taught from 
God’s Book as you and I.were.” “I 
owe a lot to that dear saint,” said the 
forelady. “It’s great to have the wis- 
dom Mr. T—— had, and it’s great to 
know it’s for all of God’s own who will 
live close enough to Him.”—Told by 
the ferelady. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Scarborough, Ont., Can. 


Illuminate the Feet.—The fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart 
from evil is understanding (Job 28: 
28). Some people make use of Christ’s 
Gospel to illuminate their heads, in- 
stead of making use of it to illumine 
their hearts. They are like the farmer 
Rowland Hill once described. The 
farmer is sitting by the fire with his 
children; the cat is purring on the 
hearth, and they are all in great com- 
fort. The plowman rushes in and cries, 
“Thieves! thieves! thieves!” The farmer 
rises up in a moment, grasps the can- 
dle, holds it up to his head, rushes after 
the thieves, and, says Rowland Hill, 
“he tumbles over a wheel barrow, be- 
cause he holds the light to his head in- 
stead of holding it to his feet.” So 
there are many who just hold up re- 
ligion to illuminate their intellect, in- 
stead of holding it down to illuminate 
their practice; and so they make a sad 
tumble of it, and cast themselves into 
the mire, and do more hurt to their 
Christian profession in one hour than 
they will ever be able to retrieve. Take 
care that you make the wisdom of God, 
by God’s Holy Spirit, a thing of true 
wisdom, directing your feet into His 
statutes, and keeping you in His ways. 
—From Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 
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CALVARY—$3.00. A condensation of three boo 
in The med Series. An excellent answer to one 
who asks, ‘ y did Jesus die?” 

Ideal for personal reading or 

gifts for the Easter season. 


Order from 
BERNE WITNESS INC. 
117 E. Main Street 


AIR and STEAMSHIP 
RESERVATIONS 


Trips for 
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for Missionaries and Surv 
mission officials an 
laymen, continue to be 
Our Major Specialties ... 
We can help You! 
No service charge at any time 


Universal Travel Service, Inc. 


A. $. Bowker, President 
100 W. Monroe Street—Room 700 
Telephone: ANdover 3-3156 
Chicago 3, Illinois 


The Christian travel bureau... 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


© You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win N , teaching that the 
Bible,is the white man’s -book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

©e More people to be deeply concerned 
about sack eots-Ctecist seuching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs prayer helpers, needs 
suppert to more ly enter open doors 

r : 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga, 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN-PLAYING 

For those who can already play. 

EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—including TEN 
practical Accompaniment Methods, in Chords, 
Octaves, Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING 

A course for those who cannot play but wish 

to learn to play hymns and Gospel songs. 

FIFTY Musically -illustrated lessons. Original 

HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. Children study 
home supervision. 

OVER TWELVE THOUSAND STUDENTS 

Send for free details to: 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 N. Raymond Ave. e Pasadena 1, Calif. 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning we will 

learn No. 1 on the Scripture Cate- 
chism card “Sin.” Question: “How did 
sin and death come into the world?” 
Answer: “By one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

Now Alfred will tell us the story, 
“The Great Plague,” from the book, 
“The Wrong Road.” 

How is sin like the great plague? 
(Dangerous. People should not play 
with it. Incurable.) True. Only God 
could cure anyone who eaught the great 
plague. Only God could cure sin. But 
it cost Him His Son! I hope that when 
we are tempted to commit what seems 
to us only a trifling sin, we will remem- 
ber that. 

This quarter we are going to have 
several lessons on wisdom. The first 
part of today’s lesson is found in Pro- 
verbs 1:1-7. The Book of Proverbs 
contains much about wisdom. It points 
out again and again that wisdom leads 
away from sin. 

Who wrote Proverbs? (Solomon and 
others.) Right. How did he become 
the wisest man who ever lived? (When 
he became king, God asked him to name 
the thing he wanted most. He did not 
ask for riches or honor. He asked for 
wisdom to rule God’s people justly.) 
Right. Solomon’s choice pleased the 
Lord so much that He granted his re- 
quest for wisdom, and also gave him 
riches and honor for which he had not 
asked. 

As we read Proverbs 1:1-7, look for 
the purpose of this book, and how we 
may profit by it. (The purpose of Pro- 
verbs is to give wisdom and instruction. 
Verse 5 says, “A wise man will hear, 
and will increase learning.” Verse 7 
says, “The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of knowledge.”) Then these verses 
mean that anyone who fears the Lord, 
who will hear or read the Book of Pro- 
verbs, will increase in wisdom. That 
is worth trying, young folks, isn’t it? 

Our next Scripture is Job 28:12-28. 
These inspired words were spoken by 
Job. Let us read these verses together. 
Verse 12 asks an important question: 
“Where shall wisdom be found?” Name 
some of the places where it cannot be 
found. (It cannot be found in the land 


of the living, nor in the sea. It cannot 


be bought.) Yet wisdom is worth more 
than gold, silver, or precious stones! 
Verse 23 tells who is the source of 
wisdom. (God.) Right. The last few 
verses of this chapter suggest some 
things God’s wisdom enabled Him to 
do. (Weigh the winds. Measure the 
waters. Make a decree for the rain, and 
a way for thunder and lightning.) Won- 


derful things, aren’t they? Yet man 
knows little about them. 

God is the creator and sustainer of 
the universe in which we live. Christ 
has the keys of death and of hell. He 
is the one who keeps men alive and to 
whom they owe everything. Yet many 
who think themselves wise ignore God 
completely. It has been said that to 
live in this world and leave God, its 
creator and ruler, out of our reckoning, 
is like trying to write a biography, yet 
leaving out all reference to the person 
whose biography it is. 

Luke 12:16-21 tells of a man who, no 
doubt, considered himself very wise. 
But God called him a fool because he 
did not have the fear of the Lord, which 
is the beginning of wisdom. Let us 
read this story together. What a con- 
trast this man is to Solomon! King 
Solomon thought and spoke a great deal 
about God, and most of his life served 
God faithfully. The rich fool does not 
seem to have given a thought to God, 
nor to the future life. 

Some people deny that there is a 
God and say that this whole universe 
came into existence by chance. Once 
a manufacturer wrote an article for the 
American Magazine which helps to 
show how foolish such unbelief is. He 
wrote, “It takes a girl in our factory 
about two days to learn to put the sev- 
enteen parts of a meat chopper to- 
gether. It may be that these millions of 
worlds, all balanced so wonderfully in 
space—it may be that these just hap- 
pened; it may be by a billion of years 
tumbling about they finally arranged 
themselves. I don’t know. I am merely 
a plain manufacturer of cutlery. But 
this I do know: that you can shake the 
seventeen parts of a meat chopper 
around in a washtub for the next sev- 
enteen billion years and you'll never 
make a meat chopper.” 

Those who leave God out of their 
thinking are described in Romans 1:22: 
“Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools.” “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9: 
10), and God is Himself the source of 
all wisdom. Do you know Him? 





Note to Teachers: This quarter we are 


. learning the Scripture Catechism card, “Sin,” 


25c a dozen, postpaid. Book, “The Wrong 
Road,” 50c postpaid. May be obtained from 
V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God Is Ready To Help 
(Jas. 1:1-6) 


you receive a letter (hold 

\\ up an envelope like the one shown 
below), is the first thing you ask, “Who 
is it from?” Long ago some Christians 
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received a letter. It did not come in 
an envelope, but let us suppose it did. 
First it told whom it was from. This 
James was not John’s brother James; 
he had been killed because he kept on 
telling about the Lord Jesus (Acts 12: 
1, 2). It was probably the half-brother 
of the Lord Jesus who became presi- 
dent or moderator of the church in 
Jerusalem (Matt. 13:55; 1 Cor. 15:7; 
Acts 1:14; Gal. 1:19; 2:9; Acts 12:17; 
15:13; 21:18). This letter was for more 
than one person (point out address on 














letter). That meant all the Christian 
Jews who lived in foreign lands. Was 
there a stamp? No. Perhaps there 
were several copies of this letter and 
they were carried by travelers or 
preachers to different countries. The 
letter would be read in church to the 
Christians there, then carried on to the 
next church. And we still have a copy 
of that long-ago letter! (Take out a 
paper with the messages suggested be- 
low.) It begins with the the word, 
“Greeting.” 

And do you know what! The first 
thing James talked about in his letter 
was about the troubles Christians had! 
You told us last Sunday you had some. 
(Recall them.) What do you suppose 
James told Christians of long ago and 
you today? You will be surprised! 
“My Christian brothers, consider your- 
self just as happy as you can be when 
you have different kinds of trouble.” 
What is there to be happy about? 
James went on: “You know that it 
proves whether you have faith in God 
or not.” Anyone can love and trust 


God when things are easy. So what 


happens to prove our love and trust? 
Sure, hard things come! Do we then 
still trust and obey? Remember how 
God had Abraham prove his love and 
faith? 

But troubles do something for us, too. 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 239) 
1. To give the young man knowledge 
and discretion. 
2. He will hear (Prov. 1:5). 


3. He named all the animals accord- 
ing to their characteristics (Gen. 2:19, 
20). 


4. The fear of the Lord. 
5. Gold and silver (Job 28: 15-19). 


6. The wise and prudent (Matt. 11: 
25). 


7. Babes. 
8. They despise it (Prov. 1:7). 
9. Ask God in faith. 

NortH Patm BEAcu, FLA. 
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need of Germany is urgent. Again the friends of PTL are urged to help keep the 
supply of Gospels and Testaments flowing as our teams open new fronts in 
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James in his letter said, “The proving 
of your faith makes you patient”—so 
you can stand a lot! Does it? Or do 
you get terribly impatient because you 
do not like it? O-oh! you may not 
like James’s next idea: “Your patience 
must be perfect, or you will not be 
perfect.” (Show a picture of jewels 
from the National Geographic Maga- 
zine, April, 1958, or December, 1950. 
Note their values.) Do you know how 
a rough diamond becomes a beautiful 
and valuable jewel? Cut, grind, pol- 
ish! One grain after another is worn 
away till the light shines through, mak- 
ing all that is left beautiful. (Illustrate 
by pictures in the articles.) God is 
using your troubles to make you a 
beautiful, lovely Christian, letting the 
light of His glory shine through. And 
in the end—listen to this from James’s 
letter! (Read 1:12.) ‘ 

James is not the only one who tells 
us these things (Matt. 5:10-12). Look 
at John and his friends (Acts 5:40, 41), 
and Paul and Silas (16:22-25). Per- 
haps you know some Christians now 
who have hard lives but are happy. 

It sounds too hard for you, doesn’t 
it? God will help you! One thing you 
must do—James tells you—“If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God 





... and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5, 
Memory Verse). 

You have a copy of this letter, too. 
In your Bible! (Find and read James 
1:1-6, 12. Give each member an en- 
velope having James’s name in the cor- 
ner and the pupil’s name and address 
in the usual place, and containing the 
Memory Verse written on note paper. 
Encourage your pupils in their specific 
problems. You, too, can ask for the 
wisdom needed!) Next Sunday tell us 
how you get along this week. 

Orono, MAINE. 


Christus Victor 
(Continued from page 231) 


of Christ’s death and _ resurrection 
clearly taught in Scripture, namely, 
His victory at Calvary over the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil. 

When Jesus Christ, the last Adam, 
entered human history He came into a 
world controlled by “the god of this 
world” Satan, the Devil. Although 
Christ Himself was sinless. He became 
a member of a fallen: subject race of 
beings—men’ and women who were sin- 
ners, slaves of Satan and of sin. By 
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nature man was sinful. The seeds of 
death and corruption were within him. 
The world was under God’s curse and 
judgment. Before man’s personal sal- 
vation was possible, not only must sin’s 
penalty be paid but Satan himself must 
be dethroned. Before man could be 
free, the Devil had to be conquered. 
Before the world could be restored, it 
had to be redeemed. Before the de- 
grading, corrupting power of sin in man 
could be overcome, the sin principle 
had to be vanquished. Referring to 
Satan’s power and dominion our Lord 
said, “But no one can get into a giant’s 
house and carry off his goods, unless he 
first binds the giant” (Mark 3:27, Wil- 
liams translation). So Christ had to 
bind Satan and overcome evil before 
mankind could be liberated. 

In referring to Christ, the writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews said, “He 
also became a human being so that by 
going through death as a man he might 
destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and might also 
set free those who lived their whole 
lives a prey to the fear of death” (2:14, 
Phillips translation). The Apostle Paul 
in writing of Christ’s triumph said, “He 
graciously forgave us all our shortcom- 
ings, canceled the note that stood 
against us, with its requirements, and 
has put it out of our way by nailing it 
to the ‘cross. He thus stripped the prin- 
cipalities and dominions of power and 
made a public display of them, tri- 
umphing over them by the cross” (Col. 
2:14, 15, Williams translation). 

All this is set forth prophetically in 
the Biblical account of how man by 
sin came under the dominion of that 
evil tyrant, Satan, who sought man’s 
destruction. God speaking to the ser- 
pent Satan in Genesis 3:15 said, “And I 
[God] will put enmity between thee 
and the woman and between thy seed 
and her seed”; and, anticipating the 
coming of Christ the second Adam the 
seed of the woman: “It [the seed of the 
woman—Christ] shall bruise thy [Sa- 
tan’s] head and thou [Satan] shall 
bruise his [Jesus Christ’s] heel.” 
Against the person of Jesus Christ, the 
God-man, the Devil’s enmity and 
hatred of God and man is concentrated. 
If Christ could be made Satan’s subject 
or destroyed, Satan would triumph. 
If Christ could be lured into sin, Satan’s 
continued domination of the world and 
mankind would be assured. In the 
temptation in the wilderness Satan 
offered Christ the kingdoms of this 
world if only Christ would acknowl- 
edge his lordship and sovereignty. 

But it was at Calvary that the battle 
of the ages was fought and won. 

On that lonely hill outside Jerusalem 
the eternal Son of God, the young 
Prince of Glory, entered into the lists 


of battle against Satan and sin. On 


behalf of God and man He fought and 
won. Sinful man motivated and con- 
trolled by Satan was Satan’s instru- 
ment in nailing Christ to the cross. 
Unseen, the angelic hosts of Heaven and 
the demons of. hell watched in suspense 
as the conflict of eternity was fought in 
time. When Christ, God’s Son who 


knew no sin, became sin for us the 
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wrath and judgment of the infinitely 
holy and eternal God was poured upon 
Him. But Christ not only bore sin’s 
penalty; in dying, He overcame death 
and emancipated man from the control 
of Satan. He put away sin and tri- 
umphed over Satan, removing the dis- 
harmony and dissonance which sin and 
Satan had injected into God’s universe. 

But above and beyond the salvation 
and redemption of God’s elect, Jesus 
Christ, God incarnate, accomplished 
something on behalf of God by vindi- 
cating His divine government, legally 
restoring His authority over His crea- 
tion and overcoming and subduing the 
enemy of God, Satan the Devil. 

The secret of the moral victory of 
Christ at Calvary is that out of the 
weakness of death He overcame Satan 
and sin bearing sin’s penalty in Him- 
self and the evidence of His victory is 
seen in the fact that God raised His 
Son from the dead. 

Irenaeus, that church father of old, 
has well answered the question, For 
what purpose did Christ come down 
from Heaven?—“That He might destroy 
sin, overcome death, and give life to 
man .. . He bound the strong one, 
spoiled his goods, annihilated death 
bringing life to man, who had become 
subject to death. The work of man’s 
deliverance is accomplished by God 
Himself in Christ.” To God the Father 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ supremely means the vindication 
of divine justice and government, the 
triumph and conquest of the Devil, and 
the emancipation of the world from 
Satan’s sovereignty; Satan had been 
overcome and ultimately will be cast 
into the lake of fire. It means the re- 
demption of this world and the salva- 
tion of mankind. We who live today 
amid fear and insecurity, the desolation 
of nations, the collapse of a great era in 
civilization, with men’s hearts failing 
them through fear and the unknown 








European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
1lth and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 











see Christ as Victor. The One who hag 
overcome evil, the One who has re- 
deemed the world. He must reign “till 
all enemies be put under his feet and 
the last enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death.” Soon He, Christ, will hear 
the word from Jehovah God, “Rise, 
reign thou in the midst of thine ene- 
mies.” Then He will step forth in 
triumph to be universally vindicated 
and adored. 

For us who belong to Him, Easter— 
His triumph—is our triumph, His vic- 
tory, our victory. Not only do we 
receive forgiveness and salvation but 
we also have the power of the tri- 
umphant risen Christ in our lives to 
overcome the sin principle within us, 
to enable us to resist the Devil, to be 
victorious over this world, and ulti- 
mately to share in His triumph when 
He appears. Well may we sing: 


His be “the Victor’s — 
Who fought the fight mn 

Triumphant saints no honour Claim, 
His conquest was their own. 


By weakness and defeat, 
He won the meed and crown; 

Trod all our foes beneath His feet, 
By being trodden down. 

He Satan’s power laid low; 
Made He sin o’erthrew; 

Bow’d to the grave, destroy’d it so, 
And death by ‘ying 

Bless, bless the Conqueror slain, 
Slain in His "a. 

Who lived, Who died, 0 lives again— 
For thee, His church, for thee! 


[Adapted from His, March, 1957.] 


Not Good Enough 
(Continued from page 231) 


further right and commendable deed 
he might do to make him good in the 
ultimate sense, that he might stand 
blameless before the righteous Judge. 

“Keep the commandments,” said Jesus. 
It is easy to fast, to tithe carefully 
even the smallest sums of money or the 
most insignificant increase that comes 
into our hands, to pray twice daily, 
and to read God’s Word. All these 
things the Pharisee boasted of when he 
airily addressed himself to God in the 
Temple. All are good in their place, 
but they have no real significance un- 
til the many things left undone have 
been taken care of. 

The young man was beginning to 
doubt that only one good thing was 
lacking to give him free access to God. 
“What good thing shall I do?” he had 
asked. Our Lord’s reply, “Keep the 
commandments,” left far more to be 
desired than he had supposed. “Which?” 
he inquired guardedly. 

“Thou shalt do no murder, commit 
no adultery, steal nought, spread no 
false stories. In addition one must 
honor one’s parents and love one’s 
neighbor.” The young man brightened: 
after all, he was perhaps nearer to the 
Kingdom than he thought. “Why I’ve 
done all that since I reached the age of 
responsibility. What do I possibly 
lack?” F 


Like many good but deluded people 


in our day, he really thought he was 


sufficiently good, but alas, he was not — 
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good enough. Our Lord’s reply made 
this quickly and decisively clear. “If 
thou wilt be perfect” clearly indicated 
imperfection; and where imperfection 
exists, goodness fades away. Like 
leaven, imperfection rapidly pervades 
the whole lump. 

Indirectly the Lord acknowledged the 
young man’s admirable qualities. In- 
deed, in many respects he had fulfilled’ 
the letter of the Law, but he lacked the 
Spirit which quickeneth (1 Pet. 3:18; 
Eph. 2:4, 5). 

The young man was not perfect. He 
loved his riches more than his God, 
more than the poor whom God Him- 
self loved. His earthly treasure was 
not in itself a bar, but his love of it was 
preventing the laying up of treasure in 
Heaven. It made unthinkable the com- 
plete renunciation of self and full sur- 
render to the complete infilling of the 
only One through whom, by imputation, 
the perfection of the perfect God and 
Father can possibly come. 

The account in Mark 10:21 says, 
“Then Jesus beholding him loved him, 
and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, take up the cross, and fol- 
low me.” Note that Jesus did not say 
that giving his all would save. That 
would be works by which no flesh shall 
be justified. He would lay up treasure 
for the judgment seat of Christ. Sal- 
vation would come by taking up the 
cross, forsaking all, and following the 
Christ. 

Jesus said, in effect: get rid of that 
which keeps you from God by selflessly 
expending yourself in fulfilling the needs 
of those less fortunate than you are. 
Thus the barrier will be broken down 
so that, emptied of all self-righteous- 
hess, you depend solely on the effectual, 
righteous work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
in your behalf.” 

Have you renounced all earthly treas- 
ure, which is but tinsel in the light of 
God’s heavenly treasure? Or do we, 
like the young man, have reservations 
that prevent us from reaching in Christ 
the imputed righteousness that alone 
makes one perfect in the sight of God? 

Almighty God affirms in Romans 3: 
23 that “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” Caught 


Short! each and every one of us, so that 


even if we could live in our own 
strength a perfect existence from now 
to the end of our sojourn here below, 
Wwe would still be short in the end. 
Unable to justify ourselves, we must 
depend on someone else. It cannot be 
another man, because no man can jus- 
tify even himself. 

But there is One who is able to jus- 
tify all. The Lord Jesus says in Mat- 
thew 9:13, “I am not come to call the 
Tighteous [those depending on their own 
800d works, who consider they are com- 
Petent to meet on equal terms of right- 
fousness a holy and a just God], but 


' Sinners to repentance.” Romans 5:6 as- 


sures us, “For when we were yet with- 
out strength . ... Christ died for the 
Ungodly.” Romans 4:25 had already 
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said about Him, “Who was delivered — 
for our offences, and was raised coy 
for our justification.” 

Thus it is clear, as stated in Galatians 
2:16, “that a man is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ . .. for by the works of 
the law shall no flesh be justified.” 
Jesus said, “I am the door: by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved” 
(John 10:9). He is the way. Verse 
one says, “He that enteréth not by the 
door [Christ] . . . but climbeth up some 
other way [advancing his own merit 
rather than that of Christ] ... is q 
thief and a robber.” 

John 3:18 tells us, “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already.” 
Why? Because of his acknowledged 
sin? No, his sin can be forgiven. The 
verse continues: “Because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God.” 

Unbelief is the sin that makes even 
the “good” man not good enough 
apart from Christ. The tragedy, then, 
is unbelief. 

But tragedy need not prevail! Acts 
16:31 proclaims, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 

If you have been depending on your 
own goodness, remember, there is none 
good but God. Only the righteousness 
of Christ can prevail on your behalf: 
only as you forsake all else and cling 
to Him can you come to God by Him! 














Our Father 
(Continued from page 230) 


“That’s right,” Miss MacDonald 
agreed. “When parents have babies, 
they don’t really make them. It is 
true that the babies’ bodies are made 
from the parents’ bodies, but if a baby 
is to be born alive, it must have life, . 
mustn’t it? Who gives life to babies?” 

“God,” said the children quietly, all 
together. 

“Yes, God,” returned the teacher. 
“And if a little baby should be born 
with only a body, and no life, it would 
not be a live baby, but a dead one. 
So it is quite true that when mothers 
and fathers have babies, they are only 
carrying on something which God orig- 
inally started. God must give life to 
each little baby that comes into the 
the world. Although people can make 
many wonderful things, only God cat 
make living creatures. 

“So, in a sense, God is our Father. 
He made us. But you notice that I say 
‘in a sense’ God is our Father. That's 
not the real reason. God made every- 
one, but not everyone can truly call 
Him Father. There is only one real 
reason why anyone can call Him Father 
and it’s not because He made us. It’s 
far more important than that.” 

The children looked surprised. They 
had not known that there was any 
other reason why God might be called 
their Father. 

Miss MacDonald smiled at their puz- 
zled faces. ‘ 
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“Let’s think away back,” she said. 
“Was God ever called Father in Old 
Testament times?” 

The children thought awhile. No one 
could answer. 

“Did Moses call God Father?” per- 
sisted Miss MacDonald. “Or Joseph? 
Or Daniel, or David, or any other of 
the Old Testament heroes you know 
of?” 

The children thought hard. No one 
could remember any of their Old Tes- 
tament favorites calling God Father. 

“I—I don’t think they did,” ventured 
Elizabeth, finally. “They called Him 
‘Lord,’ and ‘Lord God,’ and sometimes 
‘Jehovah,’ or ‘The great I AM’; but I 
can’t remember any of them ever call- 
ing Him Father.” 

“You’re quite right, Elizabeth,” re- 
turned Miss MacDonald. “Abraham was 
known as the friend of God, but he 
couldn’t call Him Father like we can. 
David was a man after God’s own heart, 
but he couldn’t call Him Father. Moses 
talked with God face to face, as a man 
talks with his friend, but even he could 
not call Him Father. Yet the Lord 
Jesus taught us that when we pray we 
should say, ‘Our Father.’ Why?” 

The children were really interested 
now. They had never thought of this 
before. For a time no one spoke. Then 
Carol’s hand went up. 

“When we were learning the first 
chapter of John,” she said slowly, “we 
learned the verse that says, ‘But as 
many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe in his name.’ 
Is that why we can call God Father— 
because of Jesus?” 

“That’s exactly why, Carol, and that 
is the only real reason anyone can call 
Him Father. When we take the Lord 
Jesus as our own Saviour, and receive 
Him into our hearts, and ask Him to 
forgive us all our sins, by His Spirit He 
makes us to become the sons and daugh- 
ters of God. That is why we can call 
Him our Father, and that is the only 
Teason. Does anyone remember the 
verse that comes after the one Carol 
quoted?” 

“I do,” responded Robbie. “It’s verse 
13. It says, ‘Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.’” 

“That’s right,” said Miss MacDonald. 
God has said that everyone who re- 
ceives the Lord Jesus as Saviour is ac- 
tually born into God’s family. No won- 
der we can call Him Father!” 

“Born into God’s family!” said Patsy, 
wonderingly. “Then He really is our 
Father!” 

“If we have received the Lord Jesus 
as Saviour, Patsy, He really is our Fa- 
ther,” replied Miss MacDonald. “But 
there’s another thing He has told us 
about belonging to Him. The Apostle 
Paul spoke of it when he was writing 
8 letter to the new Christians living at 
& place called Ephesus. We can read 
his words in the first chapter of Ephe- 
Sians, verses 3, 4, and 5. Who can find 
those verses for us?” 

The children hunted for a while. 
Then Peter began to read: 
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FounDED By Dr. anp Mrs. Harry STRACHAN 
Generat Dmecror: R. KEnnETH STRACHAN 


“ ‘Blessed be the God and Father of _ 


our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heay- 
enly places in Christ: according as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in 
love: having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will.’” 

Peter was the best reader in the class, 
and he rolled the big words off easily, 
one by one. A little murmur of ad- 
miration ran round the room. 

“Very well read, Peter! There are 
some pretty hard words there, all right, 
but the special words we want are not 
hard at all. They are the ones about 
God’s haying chosen us ‘unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ to him- 
self.’ That means that God has adopted 
us to be His own sons and daughters, 
We are not only born into His family 
when we receive the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour but we are also adopted into 
God’s family—sort of double born, you 
might say. Now, what do these things 
tell us about the way God feels about 
us?” 

“They tell us that He must have 
wanted us in His family very, very 
much,” said Megan. 

“Indeed they do,” replied Miss Mac- 
Donald. “God wanted us in His family 
so very, very much that He sent the 
Lord Jesus Christ down to earth to die 
for us, that our sins might be forgiven. 
Because there is sin in every one of our 
hearts, not one of us could ever hope 
to belong to God’s family by ourselves. 
But the Lord Jesus died to take away 
our sin, so that we might be born, and 
adopted, into the very family of God 
Himself. Now do you understand why 
He taught us to pray to God saying, 
‘Our Father’?” 

The children nodded. They were 
very thoughtful. Somehow they had 
never realized how much meaning there 
was in those two little words that they 
had been saying nearly every morning 
of their lives. 

“Tll never say ‘Our Father’ again 
without thinking what it really means,” 
said Christopher, as they took out their 
books to begin work. 





Our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
didst so love the world that Thou didst 
send Thy Son to earth to die so that our 
sins might be forgiven, and we might 
be born into Thy family and adopted as 
Thy very own children. We ask that 
by Thy Holy Spirit each one of us may 
be born from above, and receive ever- 
lasting life, and become members of 
the redeemed family of God. Teach us 
to know that belonging to Thee and 
being able to call Thee our Father is 
the most important thing in all the 
world. .Help us to live each day 4a 
Thy children should; and grant that 
we may never bring dishonor upon 
Thy holy name by wrongdoing. We 
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Our God may drench us with grief, 





but He will refresh us with mercy— 


C. H. Spurgeon. 
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ask These things in the name of the 


Lord Jesus, our Saviour, who hath 
made us members of Thy family, and 
hath taught us to call Thee our Father. 


Amen. 
(To be continued) 


This series of articles on “The Lord’ 


E. Margaret Olarkson will be 


shed in book form, in the summer of 1961 


Prayer by 
ubii 
iy 


Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Gran 


Rapids 5, Mich., and permission to serialize 
them has been granted to The Sunday School 


Times. 


A Pastor's Appraisal 
(Continued from page 237) 


LUKE 1:35 


And the angel an- 
swered and said unto “The Holy Spirit wil 


The angel eoomeee’, 


her, The Holy Ghost come upon you, and 
shall come upon thee, the power of the Most 
and the power of the High will overshadow 
Highest shall over- you; and for that rea- 
shadow thee: therefore son the holy child 


also that holy thing to be 
which shall be born of called ‘Son of God’’ 
thee shall be called the (N.E.B.). 

Son of God (K.J.V.). 


born will be 


These things will bring mixed reac- 


tions. They show that the New Eng- 


lish Bible is not a perfect translation, 


but neither is the King James. It would 
be presumptuous either to recommend 
the replacement of the King James by 
this new translation or to predict that 
it will replace the King James. We 
have only the New Testament so far. 
It is this pastor’s conviction that the 
Holy Spirit will guide His Church to 
acceptance or rejection, even though 
the pathway be through a maze of dis- 
cussion and of controversy. 














Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Messages on the Resurrection. By 
Herschel H. Hobbs. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) 
A diamond has many facets. So has 1 
Corinthians 15. Herschel H. Hobbs 
takes each facet of this great chapter 
and makes it glow. He grounds the 
Resurrection on historical certainty, ar- 
guing his case like a lawyer persuading 
a jury. What the Resurrection means 
in time, eternity, and in the life of the 


individual Christian is made plainly 


visible. Here is a preacher of the Word 
at his best. 


The Holy Spirit and the Holy Life. 
By Chester K. Lehman. (Herald Press, 
Scottdale, Pa., $3.50.) Dr. Lehman sums 
up his whole purpose in this book in the 
first two sentences of his Introduction: 
“How does Christ through the power of 
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Liebenzell Mission of U. S. A., Inc. 


Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey 


Organized, 1899 in Germany, 1941 in U.S.A. 
Fields: Admiralty Islands, Caroline Islands, 
Japan, Taiwan. Periodical: Liebenzell Mission. 
Formerly associated with the China Inland Mis- 
sion in China. Committed to the principle of 
faith for its support. 


MISSIONARY JURISDICTION 


OF THE SOUTH 
Reformed Episcopal Church 
heed Rig 
extension work, Seminary, and ‘healt pars 
clinic trailer among the Negro people of the 
Southern states. 
Bishop William H. $. Jerdan 
SUMMERVILLE, S. C. 








MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Jews reached for Christ through media of 50 
radio outlets from coast to coast and several 
foreign stations. Heard in State of Israel. Classes 
held in homes. Many write for Prophecy Edi- 
tion N.T. and some are finding Christ. Send for 
free copy of MESSAGE TO I magazine. 
We covet your prayerful support. ~- 

COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, General P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


THE MISSION TO ORPHANS, inc. 


Three Hills, Alberta, Canada 
and 


Box 1314, Station A, Marietta, Ga. 
Ministering to the orphans and destitute chil- 
CUBA and HAITI 


They need our help. . . We need your prayers. 
Bimonthly “Orfanews”’ sent on request. 








The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 
A pioneer faith work emphasizing:— 
¢ A Bible-trained national leadership 
i church + Medical evangelism + Child 
evangelism + Personal work. Now working in 
six Indian tribes in Mexico. Additional mission- 
aries and prayer helpers needed. Write for 
free information. 
The Mexican Indian Mission. Inc. 
6018 Drexel Road Overbrook, Phila. 31, Pa. 


Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
Convpsead ngtiows, dedicated and ym as 
eachers an gelists Lord 
Provision. No expenses deducted from contribu- 
tions; all forwarded to the foreign field, in con- 

tributor’s name. 
For particulars write to: 
NATIVE PREACHER COMPANY, INC. 
(C. E. Gremmels, President) 
1776 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 





Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary 
Jews in Israel and other lands gladly receiving 
our Prophecy New Testaments in Hebrew, Yid- 
dish and other languages. Jews are turning to 
Christ through His Word. Please help us to 
increase this ministry by your prayers and gifts. 

News Bulletin on request. 
1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


5 East 48th Street New York 17, N. Y. 
(152nd year) 
Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 
Distributing the Reigns in over rer! lan- 
ages about the harbor and within the City of 
ot York, through these divisions: Marine, Im- 
migration, Foreign, Jewish, Colored, Hotel, Hos- 
pital, Blind. Scripture texts in the subways. Free 
ants (Bibles, Testaments, Scri portions). 
fa year—1,240,760. 





MINO MISSION, INC. 


Founded in 1918 by Sadie Lea Weidner 
UARTERS: Tomidahama, Yokkaichi, Mie 


apan 
gelizing Rural Japan. Only the Bible can 
pam the pF rete of idolatry. The Word goes 
| from our 5 stations by means of street 
meetings, tent meetings, meetings in 
factories, hospitals, institutions, and public 
» With yo tract distribution upwards 
of 200,000 copies yearly. 
American address: 
Harry E. Smith, 356 Acton Road, Columbus (4, Ohio 


Ken, 
Evan 


NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 


arters. 
A News Letter and the let “How to Point a 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 

Ruth Angel, General Director 





MISSIONARY AVIATION FELLOWSHIP 


“A Servant of Missions” 

By airplane and short-wave radio. . 
YOUR missionaries: 

¢ Penetrate inaccessible areas 

¢ Redeem travel time from trails & rivers 

¢ Multiply their effectiveness 
Write for: 

¢ Informative literature 

¢ Challenging sound-color films 

Box 32, Fullerton, California 


. helping 


NORTH AFRICA 
has been neglected by the Christian Church. 
There is only one missionary (all affilia’ a 
to 131,000 of the ulation. The work is 
in this Muslim field, but doors are 
—_ - being won for Christ. you 


NORTH AFRICA MISSION 


7034 Terminal Square 241 Yonge Street 
Upper Darby, Pa. Toronto, Ontario 








MISSIONARY ENGINEERING, Inc. 
Presently integrating with Missionary 
‘ Aviation Fellowship) 
Dept. A New York 
Dedicated to aiding the missionary by sending 
Spirit-filled and technically trained mission- 
aries to set up and maintain two-way radios in 
isolated areas, and other vital equipment help- 
ing speed the Gospel. 
Write for literature 
Speed the Gospel by Multiplying the Missionary 


” 


Houghton 





ORIENTAL BOAT MISSION 
BOX 428, CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 
Rev. H. A. Hermansen, Executive Secretary 
Founded in 1909 as the South China Boat 
Mission, the O.B.M. reaches boat and island 
ple in the Hong Kong area with floati 
Gospel chapels, Sunday schools, and medi 
clinic. 


In Japan, workers are 
populated, untouched 
islands. Missionaries 
comed. Write for free 

Member 
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The Oriental 
cee OSA. 

Founded E. Cowman — 

oon i. Sane 


Society 


1901 
Los Ai 4 29, Calif. 
a threefold 


sallone j Fi = 

projects. : Japan, 

Kong, Formosa, India te Eas, Ecuador, Co- 
lombia, Brazil, Greece, aiti, Israel, and Africa. 


Slavic Gospel Association, Inc. 
2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Bilesiomenins te seme paneal See mend whens 
Gene gas Saeten ane other Slavic-speaking peo- 

Cay needed for ae and relief, 
in Europe; also provision 


Ty Pe woe. ee 
PETER DEYNEKA, Gani Director | 








The Orinoco River Mission, (inc. 
Dr. Van V. Biton, EO. Founder 
Member M.A. 


Venezuela, South America 
Rev. Theodore N. Hummel, General Director 

EB in five states of eastern Venezuela 
and by boat on the Orinoco River; also Indian 
work. A Bible institute trains Venezuelans for 
Palins service among their own peo- 
ple. Literature or monthly prayer letter sent 
upon request to Home Office. 

30 North Raymond Avenue, Pasadena, California 


South America Indian Mission 


1404 Forsythe Street, West Palm Beach, Fila. 
THE MISSION TO INDIANS 


Write for free copy of Amazon Valley Indian, 
containing accounts of God’s dealings with semi- 
civilized and savage RED MEN 








More Soul-Winning | at PGM 
facilities, increased staff and stepped- 
up missionary program, making Pacific Garden 
rg an ever increasing power for Christ on 
ow. 
in this work of spreading God’s Word. 
eol'erins lost souls. Your saupeab and interest 


SSWisite for FREE LITERATURE and full 


PACIFIC GARDEN MISSION 
646 South State Street Chicago 5, Hl. 


Southern Bible Testimony, Inc. 


Pray for an expanding faith work of Bible con- 
ferences and classes, children’s Bible camp min- 
istry, and aid to weak churches in the needy 
places of the South. Write for plans, needs and 
free monthly paper. 


SOUTHERN BIBLE TESTIMONY, INC. 
Bryson City, N. C. 





POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


International Headquarters 
49 Honeck Street Englewood, New Jersey 
An aggressive missionary movement which 
combines mass evangelism using modern tech- 
niques and large scale Scripture distribution. 
Currently conducting intensive campaigns in 
Africa, Europe and South America. 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 
164 West 74th Street 405 Huron Street 
New York 23, N.Y. Toronto 5, Ontario, 
U.S.A. Canada. 


Founded 1893, Dr. R. V. Bingham 


Preaching the gospel in Liberia, Nigeria, 
Upper Volta, Dahomey, Niger, Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Somalia and Aden. Pa ain 1300 mission 





Scripture Memory Mountain Mission 


Emmalena, Kentucky 


I. 4. aT 





1 faith mission 

Ministering in mountains of Kentucky through— 

oe Conferences Bible Memory Work 

D.V.B.S. Radio Home Visitation 
Churches Sunday Schools 

us reach the LOST and prepare tomor- 

- LEADERS for Christ. 

Write for speaker, films, and free literature 











. We need three more to go 
with healing mercies and the message of salva- 
H Chri 


SUDAN UNITED MISSION 
89 Quincy St. 119 Lakeshore Rd. 
Brooklyn 38, N. Y. Toronto 14, Canada 








the Holy Spirit transform sinful man 
into His own likeness? This question is 
the chief burden of these lectures” (p. 
1). Having thus charted his course, he 
proceeds with reverent and scholarly 
care to pursue it. The result is a very 
helpful addition to the literature deal- 
ing with the Scriptural doctrine of sanc- 
tification. The author, who is head of 
the Bible Department and Professor of 


Theology at the Eastern Mennonite Col- © 


lege in Virginia, is concerned to present 
both the Old and New Testament teach- 
ings with regard to his central theme, 
and in doing so, he draws upon the 
riches of the original languages of 
Scripture, and on the writings of great 
men of God who down through the 
ages have dealt with the same subject. 
For him the Bible has absolute and final 
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authority, and his earnest desire is to 
understand its teaching, and the prac- 
tical application thereof to the life of 
the believer today. Dr. Lehman’s ap- 
proach is thorough and profound, but 
his book may be read, understood, and 
appreciated by any alert layman. Much 
of what he writes might well be quoted 
here, if space would allow. Especially 
helpful to the reviewer was the dis- 
tinction the author makes between what 
he calls the punctiliar and the linear 
aspects of sanctification, in Chapter 6. 
Here he clearly shows that sanctifi- 
cation is both an act and a process, and 
he marshals the Scriptures that bear 
this out. His treatment of the Church’s 
interpretation of the Holy Spirit and 
the holy life is very well done. The 
author sees clearly and points out the 


false teachings of Roman Catholicism — 
and also the extremes of certain per- 
fectionist groups. Then in the last 
chapter of the book he summarizes, in 
a very practical manner, the ‘way of 
holiness as the Scriptures present it, 
Dr. Lehman’s book is not intended to 
be read in a cursory fashion, but any- 
one who gives time to a careful study 
of it will be well rewarded. 


Perfectionism. By Benjamin Breck- 
inridge Warfield. (The Presbyterian 
and Reformed Pub. Co., Box 185, Nutley 
N. J., $4.95.) Years ago, the studies on 
Perfectionism by Dr. Warfield were 
published in two large volumes. Now 
republished, the work has been edited 
and condensed by Dr. Samuel G. Craig, 
with the idea of presenting the essence 
of Warfield’s teaching, while at the same 
time eliminating the portion that dealt 
mainly with Perfectionism in Germany, 
Dr. Warfield insists that he is himself 
a Christian perfectionist, and he defines 
the term by saying that perfection 
should be the goal of every Christian, 
and that it will be ultimately realized 
—but not in this life. His criticism of 
the well-known Perfectionist movements 
is, as Dr. Craig points out, their “inade- 
quate notion of sin. Perfectionism is 
impossible, he claimed, in the presence 
of a profound sense of sin” (p. XI). 
Says Warfield, “What is taught is a per- 
fection which consists in complete right- 
eousness, but in righteousness which is 
adjusted to fluctuating ability” (p. 58). 
The author deals at length with the 
Oberlin Movement and the teachings 
of Charles G. Finney. Then, in his dis- 
cussion of the Higher Life Movement, 
he seeks to analyze the doctrine of sanc- 
tification as taught by Hannah Whitall 
Smith and her husband. He also takes 
up other similar movements in Ger- 
many and England, and devotes a whole 
chapter to the Victorious Life emphasis, 
as presented by Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull and others. His criticism of all 
these individuals and groups is that 
they teach a relative perfection (free- 
dom from all “known sin”), a passivism 
which he feels is more mystical than 
Scriptural, and an undue separation be- 
tween justification and sanctification, as 
though (he says) it were possible to 
have the one without the other. His 
arguments are carefully stated, and 
worthy of equally careful study. What 
Dr. Warfield himself fails to see is that: 
(1) the final test of a doctrine is not 
whether it can be made to fit neatly 
into the framework of his rigid Re- 
formed theology; (2) a degree of his- 
torical perspective would show that 
many of these people whom he labels 
“perfectionists” (Dr. Trumbull would 
have rejected the title as applied to 
himself) were giving needed emphasis 
to certain aspects of Christian truth 
that had too long been neglected by the 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Church; (3) the fruit of some of these 
movements—and the reviewer is here 
thinking particularly of “Keswick teach- 
ing” and the Victorious Life emphasis 
—has often been the manifestation of 
true Scriptural holiness in the life of the 
believer, with a consequent purity of 
life and zeal for the lost. These are 
facts which Dr. Warfield, for all his 
massive scholarship, seems to overlook, 
and they are facts that cannot be over- 
thrown by the academic arguments of 
theologians. Dr. Warfield’s book is 
stimulating, even though not always 
convincing. It is worthy of careful 
study, if only that the reader may re- 
ceive what is helpful in it, and be able 
to reject, on Scriptural grounds, those 
statements in which the author fails to 
do full justice to the Biblical emphasis 
on holiness of life, and the way in 
which it is to be obtained. 


Come Wind, Come Weather—the Pres- 
ent Experience of the Church in China. 
By Leslie T. Lyall. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $2.) Under what conditions 
are Christians living in China today? 
By various means, not all disclosed. 
Mr. Lyall, missionary of the China In- 
land Mission, has collected astounding 
up-to-date facts. His title is taken 
from one of the forty-one poems in 
“Pilgrim’s Progress.” The methods used 
by the Communists to subdue “the Peo- 
ple” (usually capitalized) to their 
heartless ideology are diabolical. Some 
heroic Christians have stood firm in 
the Devil-inspired wind and weather; 
others have given way under the blasts 
and hail of the unceasing pressure from 
authorities. One whole chapter tells 
the pathetic story of “Mr. Valiant-for- 
Truth” (Wang Ming-tao). He was a 
brave Christian, speaking the - truth, 
withstanding opposition, and inspiring 
others. Imprisoned, “he always had 
two men with him in his cell and they 
subjected him to incessant discussion, 
argument, and debate...” After his 
Telease in September, 1956, he read a 
eonfession at a public meeting, pur- 
porting to show that he had been 
“guilty of anti-revolutionary deeds.” It 
soon became clear that he was suffer- 
ing a mental breakdown. Later he 
and his wife told the authorities the 
confession was not his own and did not 
represent his convictions, so back he 
went to prison. One young girl who 
was arrested, held out her hands for 
the handcuffs, saying, “I am not wor- 
thy.” A young man preferred to stay 
in prison and pray than be released and 
agree not to pray. Here are twelve 
short chapters bringing the tragic story 
of China’s subjugation up to 1959. The 
little book is full of information and 
inspiration. 


Little Cousins of Navajo Land. By 
Marian M. Schooland. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
Mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.) Boys and girls from six to twelve 
years will be fascinated by this sequel 
to “Little Shepherds of Navajo Land.” 
It is the story of Navajo children of 
New Mexico, their families, and friends. 
Through Hesbah and her little cousin 
Nanabah their primitive life and wor- 
ship and their spiritual needs are por- 
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trayed. Although inner conflict and 
rebellion are at times apparent, the story 
is not without warmth and humor. The 
Gospel is presented in a natural, yet 
compelling manner to the Navajo chil- 
dren by their missionary friends who 
found schools, hospitals, and churches, 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 9 
Go On. To Perfection 
(Heb. 6:1-3; Jas. 1:2-4) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS week’s topic brings to our at- 

tention a great Christian truth that 
is often misunderstood. It is the fact 
that, while becoming a Christian is a 
crisis, it is also a growth. 


bf 


God’s Word plainly teaches that until 
a man accepts the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, he is dead in trespasses 
and sins. It is utterly useless to speak 
to a dead body, lying in the gutter, 
and tell it to get up and clean itself 


off and go home and live a normal life. 
It is just as foolish to tell a man or 
woman who is dead in trespasses and 
sins to clean up his or her life and to 
live a Christian life. Such advice is 
utterly useless until that person has 
received Christ and has passed from 
death unto life through faith in Him. 
There must be a crisis in which the one 
who was dead in trespasses and sins be- 
comes a new creation through the power 
of the Lord Jesus. 


But it is also just as wrong to sup- 
pose that, having been born again 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
nothing more is to be done. Regard- 
less of his physical age, a person who 
has just accepted the Lord Jesus as his 
Saviour and has been born anew is a 
babe. He needs to be fed, to be cared 
for, to be taught, and to exercise so 
that he may grow in grace and in the 
Christian life. Otherwise he will be a 
monstrosity—weak and helpless and at 
the mercy of every vemptation and 
false teaching that comes along. Hence 
we have in God’s Word many admo- 
nitions and encouragements to grow. 

The two Scripture portions chosen 
for this week’s topic speak of going on 
unto “perfection” and of becoming “per- 
fect.” Now the meaning of these words 
is not exactly that that we attach to 
them today. They carry rather the 
thought of completeness, which ties in 
with the truth that we are not to re- 
main babes in Christ but to grow up in 
Him to mature and complete Christian 
lives. 
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Notice that in 2 Peter 3:18 we are 
commanded to grow, and this growth 
is to follow three principal directions 
—we are to grow in grace, in knowl- 
edge, and in faith (Luke 17:5, 6; 2 
Thess, 1:3). 

we 


But how are we to grow? Very 
much as the natural growth of the 
physical body occurs by means of nour- 
ishing food, fresh air and exercise, so our 
spiritual growth takes place as we feed 
upon God’s Word (1 Pet. 2:2) and as we 
meditate upon it and study it. Our own 
personal study of the Word and the in- 
struction in and exposition of the Word 
as we attend church and Sunday school 
and listen to consecrated pastors and 
teachers should be a means of spiritual 
growth. 

b 4 


Close fellowship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ through prayer and by keeping 
short accounts with Him (Col. 2:18, 19) 
are other means of Christian growth. 
In the parallel of the vine and the 
branches (John 15), the life of the Vine 
is seen flowing through the branches 
and producing growth and fruit bear- 
ing. In the parallel of the spiritual 
body of which Christ is the Head 
(Eph. 4:12-16), the increase or growth 
of e part is made possible by un- 
ion with the Head. 


Our growth or Christian walk is also 
a matter of faith. In Colossians 2:6 
Paul writes, “As ye have therefore re- 
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord [as Lord], 
so walk ye in him.” We accepted 
Christ as our Saviour and Lord by 
faith. We are, therefore, by faith to 
walk day by day in Him, trusting Him 
to direct our paths and ‘going to Him 
with every problem and difficulty and 
accepting His direction and help and 
life-giving strength that will cause us 
to grow to the full stature He has de- 
signed for us. 
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Mon., April 10. Colossians 3:16-21. 


Here is a lovely word-picture of the 
Christian family. Alexander Maclaren, 
commenting on this passage, says: 
“Whenever a great quickening of re- 


ligious life comes, a great burst of Chris- - 


tian song comes with it.” One of the 
practices of the first Christians that most 
attracted heathen notice was that they 
, assembled daily before it was light and 
“sang hymns of praise to one Christus 
as to a god.” A Christian family is 
greatly helped if it has song in its 
prayers. This can be quite informal, 
sitting around a table—and it’s fun! 
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Wives and husbands, children and 
parents, will find their fellowship sweet- 
ened by song. Bitterness and wran- 
gling, harshness and frustration—these 
things must be “out” from the Chris- 
tian family. 
Tues., April 11. * Getuesiobe 3:22-25. 
In the average family ‘of Paul’s day 
_ were slaves in the ‘household (v. 
“Note that Paul° does ‘not preach 
pect slavery—but the Gospel which 
he proclaimed ultimately. dug it up by 
the roots. A remarkable thing to re- 
member here is that the messenger 
who was carrying this letter to Colosse 
carried in the same bag the letter to 
Philemon, and was accompanied by the 
runaway slave Onesimus, whom Paul 
was sending back to his master. But, 
of course, in Christ the whole relation- 
ship was to be different. Now the slave 
had a new Master—“Ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” And any work he did for his 
earthly master was to be “as to the 
Lord” (v. 23). If all Christians did 
their daily job with the same motive, 
there would be some surprises! 


Wed., April 12. Colossians 4:1-6. 

The first verse should have been in- 
cluded in yesterday’s reading, for it 
covers the behavior of the master to 
the Christian slave. In Roman society 
of that day, a slave had no rights at all. 
He was a chattel, not a person. A mas- 
ter could do what he liked with his 
slave. So here is an instruction that 
would astonish Roman lawgivers—that 
a master must treat his slave justly. 


Paul doesn’t say what was just and- 


equal—that would come. And the mas- 
ters were reminded; “Ye also have a 
Master in heaven.” 

Now Paul begins to draw his letter 
to a close by asking for special prayer 
for himself, that he may have oppor- 
tunities of speaking for his Master, 
Christ. Do we remember to pray for 
our minister? He needs our prayers. 
Finally a reminder (vv. 5, 6) that the 
lives of Christians are watched closely 
by others. We must be careful in our 
talk, so that at all times we honor our 
Lord. 


Thurs., April 13. Genesis 6:5-12. 

This begins with a summary of God’s 
opinion of His Creation after it had got 
out of hand; it had been, we remember, 
“very good” (1:31). And now man’s 
thoughts as God looked into them are 


‘described as “only evil continually.” But 


there was one bright spot in this dark 
picture—the life of Noah. His story 
begins at verse 9, and it tells us why 
he “found [favor] . . . in the eyes of the 
Lord.” It was because he was right- 
eous; this means that he enjoyed the 
friendship of God. 

But God decides to destroy those 
who are evil. Sometimes men think 
that God is too soft to punish wicked 
men, because He is love. This is a mis- 
take, and God shows us time and again 
in the Bible that He is fair and He will 
make people pay for their sins, and at 
the end of the world He will do this. 
Noah’s flood is just one example of the 
fact that God knows how to keep the 
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unrighteous under punishment until “the 
day of judgment” (2 Pet. 2:9). So 
try to read the story of Noah as a 
warning that has been given to pre- 
pare us for this. 


Fri., April 14. ‘ Genesis 6:18-28, | 

Because ‘Noah was a righteous man 
and walked with God, God was able tas 
talk with Noah and warn him of what 
was about to happen; God made a plan — 
to save the lives of Noah and his family; 
and He told him about it. 

This is one of the Bible’s pictures of — 
God’s New Testament plan of man’s 
salvation from the last judgment. The 
New Testament “ark” is’ Jesus Christ. 
Himself, who has all that a Christian 
needs, and who shelters the Christian 
from the storm of God’s anger against 
sin at the last day. It was Noah’s faith 
in God, as shown by His obedience to 
orders, that fitted him to enter the ark > 
for safety; so it is the Christian’s faith 
in Christ, shown in his obedience, 
which brings him salvation from the 
last judgment. 


Sat., April 15. Genesis 721-10, 
Animals were divided into “clean” 
or “unclean.” “Clean” could be at 
and sacrificed to God in worship, but 
“unclean” could not. In all parts of 
life there is always a choice to be made — 
—will it please God, or will it not? 
Even when eating food they had to ask 
this question and especially when they 
were worshiping God. We need to learn 
to ask this question, too, before we do 
anything. There are many “unclean” 
things in the world today for the Chris- 
tian, which he ought not to have any- 
thing to do with. We must read the 
Bible and ask God to show us what 
things they are. 
Sun., April 16. Genesis ALI #7 

Noah was God's link with those peo- — 
ple and animals that God wished to 
rescue from drowning in the flood of 
water. Both Noah and his ark played © 
their parts in God’s plan to save them. 
Noah had to learn to handle each kind — 
of a very varied collection of animals, — 
and to organize their feeding. But he 
managed to get them all aboard on 
the same day. He must have had to — 
work and think hard to manage this — 
But God left him to do the job. 

When every creature was on board, — 
God shut them in safely. It was then 
too late for anyone else to go in. So it 
will one day be too late to enter the — 
salvation which God makes pon 
through Jesus Christ; but those who ” 
have entered are safe forever. 





Daily Bible Readings o 
To Accompany the Lesson 
Mon., Apr. 3—Job > 28: 12-28 
Tues., Apr. 4—Job 37:14-24 
Wed., Apr. 5—Proverbs 1:1-9 
Thurs., Apr. 6—Proverbs 1:24-31 
Fri., Apr. 7—Daniel 2: 19-23 
Sat., Apr. 8—Matthew 25:1-13 
Sun., Apr. 9—Psalm 90: 1-12 
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